LOGO [Insert Company Logo Here]

Company Ltd
COSHH Procedure

Scope:

This procedure shall apply to all substances encountered by the organisation or products used by the organisation where contact or exposure may be hazardous to health.

Objectives:

· To ensure that nobody suffers harm or ill health as a result of contact or exposure to a substance or a product that may be hazardous to health.
· To ensure that the organisation has access to a suite of manufacturers safety information and other information that shall allow the substance or product to be appropriately managed.
· To ensure that all staff have ready access to information in respect of hazards and their associated control measures.

Process Owner:

NAME - ROLE

Legislative & Best Practice Framework:

This procedure has regard to the following legislation and guidance. This list reflects the law known to be current at the time this procedure was last reviewed and is not exhaustive:

· Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH), as amended – the core legal duty to assess and control exposure to hazardous substances
· HSE publication EH40/2005 (Workplace Exposure Limits, as periodically updated) – sets Workplace Exposure Limits (WELs) for substances such as wood dust and diesel engine exhaust emissions; a 2026 update introduced a new WEL for diesel engine exhaust emissions of 0.05 mg/m³ (measured as elemental carbon) and confirmed the existing WEL for hardwood dust
· Classification, Labelling and Packaging (CLP) Regulation, as it applies in Great Britain – hazard classification, labelling and pictograms on product packaging
· UK REACH – the framework requiring suppliers to provide a Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for hazardous substances
· Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
· Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations 2002 (DSEAR) – storage and handling of fuels and other flammable substances
· Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2005 (or equivalent in Scotland/Wales/Northern Ireland) – disposal of waste oils, fuels and chemicals
· Personal Protective Equipment at Work Regulations 1992, as amended – provision of respiratory and other PPE where exposure cannot be adequately controlled by other means (see the PPE Issue, Replacement and Inspection Procedure)

See below for the flowchart.

Process:
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Process Summary:

The process is illustrated in the flowchart above and summarised as follows: products, substances and biological hazards that may be encountered are identified; manufacturers' Safety Data Sheets are sourced, or research is undertaken where the substance is not a manufactured product; information is considered on how the substance will be encountered and used, who might be exposed, duration of exposure, the hazards involved, existing control measures, and whether a less hazardous alternative is available; a written assessment is produced, stored centrally, and made available at the point of use; and the assessment is reviewed periodically to check for updates.

Typical Substances and Hazards in Arboricultural Work:

The following are common examples relevant to arboricultural and vegetation management work. This list is not exhaustive and does not replace a task-specific COSHH assessment.

· Wood dust from chainsaw, chipper and stump grinding operations – classified as a carcinogen; subject to a Workplace Exposure Limit, and a recognised cause of occupational asthma and other respiratory ill health.
· Diesel engine exhaust emissions from vehicles, chippers and other diesel plant – subject to a Workplace Exposure Limit measured as elemental carbon.
· Two-stroke fuel, chain oil and other fuels/lubricants – skin and respiratory irritants; fire and DSEAR considerations during storage and refuelling.
· Herbicides, pesticides and other plant protection products, where used – subject to separate product-specific legislation and manufacturer instructions in addition to COSHH.
· Biological hazards, including Weil's disease (leptospirosis) from contact with rodent urine near watercourses or in overgrown sites, and fungal spores/bioaerosols from decaying wood.
· Battery acid, hydraulic fluid and other substances encountered during plant and equipment maintenance.

Health Surveillance:

Where an assessment identifies that exposure to a substance (for example a respiratory sensitiser such as wood dust) could lead to an identifiable disease or adverse health effect, and there is a reasonable likelihood that this could occur, health surveillance will be arranged in line with COSHH Regulation 11 and current HSE guidance. This is assessed on a task and exposure basis rather than applied universally.

Authorisation & Responsibility:

COSHH assessments are compiled by the Process Owner or a competent person nominated by the Process Owner and are reviewed and authorised by a Director before being relied upon. The Team Leader responsible for a job confirms that the relevant assessment and control measures (including any RPE) are in place and understood by the team before work involving a hazardous substance begins.

Records:

Safety Data Sheets, research information and COSHH assessments are retained in line with the Documents, Data and Records Procedure. Where health surveillance is undertaken, records are retained confidentially and in line with applicable data protection requirements.

Review:

COSHH assessments, and the Safety Data Sheets and research information they rely on, are reviewed periodically to check for updates, and sooner following a change in the substance, process, workplace exposure limit, incident or ill-health report. This procedure itself is reviewed at least annually, or sooner following any of the above, to confirm that arrangements remain effective.

Document Control:

This procedure is communicated to relevant staff, reviewed at least annually or sooner following legislative change, incidents or significant operational changes, and approved by a director.
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