LOGO [Insert Company Logo Here]

COMPANY
GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT (GRA) – FIRST AID PROVISION

Activity / Task: Provision and management of first aid arrangements during arboricultural operations
Document Ref: ARB-GRA-06
Version: ____    Date Issued: ____    Review Date: ____
Assessed by: ______________________________

1. Scope of Risk Assessment
This Generic Risk Assessment (GRA) covers the provision, suitability and management of first aid arrangements for arboricultural and land-based operations including chainsaw use, climbing operations, plant use, driving, manual handling, work near water and work near live electrical equipment. This GRA must be read alongside a Site-Specific Risk Assessment (SSRA).
2. Responsibilities
Management is responsible for ensuring adequate and appropriate first aid provision is available in accordance with the Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations 1981 and associated guidance.
Team Leaders must ensure first aid kits are present, stocked and accessible, and that trained first aiders are available on site. Employees are responsible for reporting injuries, maintaining issued trauma dressings and informing management of any depleted supplies.
3. Persons at Risk
☒ Employees    ☒ Apprentices / young persons    ☒ Contractors    ☒ Members of the Public    ☒ Other site visitors
4. PPE Requirements
First aiders must use appropriate disposable gloves and protective equipment when administering treatment. Additional PPE (eye protection, face shields) must be used where there is a risk of blood or bodily fluid exposure.
5. Emergency Arrangements
A site-specific emergency plan must be completed prior to works commencing. At least one operative on site must hold a valid Emergency First Aid at Work (+F Forestry) qualification where chainsaw work is undertaken.
All chainsaw operators must carry a personal large trauma dressing. Team-sized first aid kits must be available in each operational vehicle. Workshop and office facilities must contain stocked first aid kits and eye wash provision.
Emergency contact details, nearest A&E hospital and precise site location (including What3Words reference where appropriate) must be recorded. Rescue plans must be in place for aerial operations.
6. Risk Matrix & Scoring
Risk is assessed using Likelihood (L) and Severity (S). Each rating must show the component scores and the calculation: L × S = Risk Rating. Initial risk is assessed before controls. Residual risk is reassessed after the listed controls using a new Residual L and Residual S score; these must not be copied from the initial assessment without review.
	Severity ↓ / Likelihood →
	1 Rare
	2 Unlikely
	3 Possible
	4 Likely
	5 Very Likely

	1 Minor
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2 First Aid
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	3 Medical
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	4 Major
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	5 Fatal
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25



Risk bands: 1–4 Low | 5–9 Medium | 10–16 High | 17–25 Intolerable
7. Relevant UK Legislation, Guidance & Good Practice
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations 1981
Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 2013 (RIDDOR)
Work at Height Regulations 2005 (where applicable)
Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 (where applicable)
HSE INDG214 – First Aid at Work
FISA 805 – Training and Certification
FISA 802 – Emergency Planning
Arboricultural Association guidance on climbing and aerial rescue
8. Hazards & Control Measures
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	How Harm May Occur
	Initial L
	Initial S
	Initial L×S
	Control Measures
	Res. L
	Res. S
	Res. L×S

	Severe bleeding from chainsaw injury
	Operative
	Catastrophic blood loss leading to fatality
	3
	5
	15
	All chainsaw operators carry personal trauma dressing; team first aid kits stocked with large wound dressings; +F trained first aider on site; emergency plan in place.
	1
	5
	5

	Fall from height (aerial operations)
	Climber
	Serious injury requiring immediate rescue
	3
	5
	15
	Dedicated aerial rescue climber present; rescue kit available and LOLER inspected; emergency services contact procedure established.
	1
	5
	5

	Electric shock
	Operative
	Cardiac arrest or burns
	2
	5
	10
	Emergency procedures briefed; isolation where possible; first aiders trained in CPR; emergency services contacted immediately.
	1
	5
	5

	Heat stress / dehydration
	Operative
	Collapse due to excessive heat exposure
	3
	3
	9
	Drinking water provided; rest breaks enforced; symptoms briefed during toolbox talks.
	1
	3
	3

	Hypothermia
	Operative
	Cold exposure leading to medical emergency
	2
	4
	8
	Appropriate clothing worn; warm rest facilities where possible; monitoring during cold weather operations.
	1
	4
	4

	Eye contamination (sap, dust, debris)
	Operative
	Eye injury requiring irrigation
	3
	3
	9
	Sterile eye wash available in vehicle kits and workshop; PPE including eye protection worn.
	1
	3
	3

	Delayed emergency response in remote areas
	Operative
	Injury worsens due to response delay
	3
	5
	15
	Precise location recorded; What3Words used; mobile communication confirmed; remote site planning completed before works.
	1
	5
	5

	Infection from contaminated wounds
	Operative
	Zoonotic or bacterial infection
	3
	3
	9
	Wounds cleaned and dressed promptly; gloves worn by first aider; hygiene facilities available at workshop/office.
	1
	3
	3


9. Review & Monitoring
This GRA must be reviewed annually, following any first aid incident, changes in legislation, introduction of new work activities, or recommendations following audit or investigation.
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