LOGO [Insert Company Logo Here]
COMPANY
GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT (GRA) – NOISE EXPOSURE

Activity / Task: Exposure to noise from plant, tools and machinery during arboricultural and grounds maintenance operations
Document Ref: ARB-GRA-15
Version: ____    Date Issued: ____    Review Date: ____
Assessed by: ______________________________

1. Scope of Risk Assessment
This Generic Risk Assessment (GRA) covers foreseeable hazards arising from occupational exposure to noise generated by powered plant, tools and machinery. It applies to all employees and others who may be exposed to harmful noise levels during arboricultural and grounds maintenance activities. This GRA must be read alongside a Site-Specific Risk Assessment (SSRA).
2. Responsibilities
Management must comply with the Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005, ensure suitable and sufficient noise risk assessments are undertaken, implement control measures in line with the hierarchy of control, and provide appropriate hearing protection and health surveillance where required.
Team Leaders must monitor compliance with hearing protection requirements and rotate staff where necessary to limit exposure duration.
Employees must wear hearing protection where required, report defects in PPE, and attend health surveillance appointments.
Noise exposure assessments and calculations shall be recorded and retained where exposure is likely to meet or exceed the Upper Exposure Action Value.
3. Persons at Risk
☒ Employees    ☒ Apprentices    ☒ Contractors    ☐ Members of the Public
4. PPE Requirements
Hearing protection must meet EN 352 standards and be selected based on suitable SNR rating to reduce exposure below legal limits. PPE must not over-attenuate where communication is required for safety.
5. Emergency Arrangements
Where excessive or unusual noise is detected indicating equipment malfunction, work must stop immediately, and the equipment isolated. First aid arrangements must comply with FISA 802. Any suspected acute hearing damage must be reported and referred for medical assessment.
6. Risk Matrix & Scoring
Risk is assessed using Likelihood (L) and Severity (S). Each rating must show the component scores and the calculation: L × S = Risk Rating. Initial risk is assessed before controls. Residual risk is reassessed after the listed controls using a new Residual L and Residual S score; these must not be copied from the initial assessment without review.
	Severity ↓ / Likelihood →
	1 Rare
	2 Unlikely
	3 Possible
	4 Likely
	5 Very Likely

	1 Minor
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2 First Aid
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	3 Medical
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	4 Major
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	5 Fatal
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25



Risk bands: 1–4 Low | 5–9 Medium | 10–16 High | 17–25 Intolerable
7. Relevant UK Legislation, Guidance & Good Practice
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005
Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER)
HSE L108 – Controlling Noise at Work
HSE INDG362 – Noise at Work
FISA 802 – Emergency Planning
FISA 805 – Training and Certification
8. Exposure Action and Limit Values
Lower Exposure Action Value (LEAV): 80 dB(A) – Information and training required.
Upper Exposure Action Value (UEAV): 85 dB(A) – Noise reduction programme and mandatory hearing protection.
Exposure Limit Value (ELV): 87 dB(A) – Must not be exceeded (taking account of hearing protection).
9. Typical Equipment Noise Levels (Indicative)
	Equipment
	Typical Noise Level (dB)
	Risk Category

	Chainsaw (Petrol)
	100–115 dB
	High

	Brush Cutter / Strimmer
	95–105 dB
	High

	Wood Chipper
	100–110 dB
	High

	Hedge Trimmer
	95–105 dB
	High

	Leaf Blower
	90–102 dB
	Medium-High

	Stump Grinder
	100–112 dB
	High


10. Hazards & Control Measures
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	How Harm May Occur
	Initial L
	Initial S
	Initial L×S
	Control Measures
	Res. L
	Res. S
	Res. L×S

	Exposure above UEAV (≥85 dB)
	Operators
	Long-term hearing damage (NIHL)
	4
	4
	16
	Substitution for quieter equipment where possible; task rotation; hearing protection mandatory; signage displayed; supervision enforced.
	1
	4
	4

	Exposure above ELV (87 dB)
	Operators
	Immediate and irreversible hearing damage
	3
	5
	15
	Exposure calculations undertaken; SNR selected correctly; exposure duration controlled; equipment maintained; monitoring records retained.
	1
	5
	5

	Failure to wear hearing protection
	Operators
	Cumulative hearing damage
	3
	4
	12
	Mandatory PPE policy; training in correct fitting; supervision and enforcement; defective PPE replaced immediately.
	1
	4
	4

	Poor equipment maintenance increasing noise
	Operators
	Excess noise due to worn components
	3
	3
	9
	Maintenance regime followed; defective silencers replaced; documented inspections retained under PUWER.
	1
	3
	3

	Lack of awareness of noise risk
	Operators
	Unsafe exposure due to misunderstanding of risk
	3
	3
	9
	Noise awareness training included in induction; annual refresher toolbox talks; clear signage on high-noise equipment.
	1
	3
	3

	Failure to implement health surveillance
	Operators
	Undetected progressive hearing loss
	3
	4
	12
	Audiometric testing arranged for employees regularly exposed ≥85 dB(A); baseline and periodic checks recorded; occupational health referral where required.
	1
	4
	4


11. Review & Monitoring
This GRA must be reviewed annually, following any change in equipment, introduction of new plant, significant noise monitoring results, or audit recommendation.
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