LOGO [Insert Company Logo Here]

COMPANY
GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT (GRA) – PESTICIDE APPLICATION & SPRAYING

Activity / Task: Mixing, handling and application of approved pesticides using hand-held, knapsack and controlled spraying equipment
Document Ref: ARB-GRA-17
Version: ____    Date Issued: ____    Review Date: ____
Assessed by: ______________________________

1. Scope of Risk Assessment
This Generic Risk Assessment (GRA) covers the storage, transport, mixing, handling and application of approved plant protection products (pesticides) during arboricultural and grounds maintenance operations. It applies to hand-held and knapsack sprayers and any controlled ground application systems. This GRA must be read alongside a Site-Specific Risk Assessment (SSRA) and a product-specific COSHH assessment.
2. Responsibilities
Management must ensure compliance with the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH), the Plant Protection Products (Sustainable Use) Regulations 2012 and relevant HSE guidance. Only authorised, trained and certificated operators (e.g. NPTC PA1 and relevant application modules such as PA6) may mix or apply pesticides.
Team Leaders must ensure a site-specific risk assessment is completed, weather conditions are suitable, public access is controlled and that label instructions are strictly followed.
Operators must follow the product label, COSHH assessment and manufacturer guidance at all times and must report any incident or suspected exposure immediately. Operators must ensure application records are retained in accordance with statutory requirements and made available for inspection upon request.
3. Persons at Risk
☒ Employees    ☒ Contractors    ☒ Members of the Public    ☒ Other site users    ☒ Environment
4. PPE Requirements
PPE must be selected in accordance with the product label and COSHH assessment. Typical PPE may include chemical-resistant coveralls, nitrile gloves, waterproof boots, eye/face protection (EN166), and respiratory protective equipment (RPE) where specified. RPE must be face-fit tested where required.
5. Emergency Arrangements
Emergency procedures must comply with FISA 802 – Emergency Planning. A spill kit suitable for chemical containment must be available. Emergency contact details and nearest A&E must be recorded prior to work commencing. Any significant spill must be contained, reported and managed in accordance with environmental regulations. In the event of suspected poisoning or exposure, medical advice must be sought immediately and product details provided.
6. Risk Matrix & Scoring
Risk is assessed using Likelihood (L) and Severity (S). Each rating must show the component scores and the calculation: L × S = Risk Rating. Initial risk is assessed before controls. Residual risk is reassessed after the listed controls using a new Residual L and Residual S score; these must not be copied from the initial assessment without review.
	Severity ↓ / Likelihood →
	1 Rare
	2 Unlikely
	3 Possible
	4 Likely
	5 Very Likely

	1 Minor
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2 First Aid
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	3 Medical
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	4 Major
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	5 Fatal
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25



Risk bands: 1–4 Low | 5–9 Medium | 10–16 High | 17–25 Intolerable
7. Relevant UK Legislation, Guidance & Good Practice
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (as amended)
Plant Protection Products (Sustainable Use) Regulations 2012
Environmental Protection Act 1990
Water Resources Act 1991
Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER)
HSE Code of Practice for Using Plant Protection Products
HSE Guidance – L5 COSHH
FISA 802 – Emergency Planning
FISA 805 – Training and Certification
8. Hazards & Control Measures
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	How Harm May Occur
	Initial L
	Initial S
	Initial L×S
	Control Measures
	Res. L
	Res. S
	Res. L×S

	Exposure to spray mist or drift
	Operators, public, environment
	Inhalation or skin contact causing irritation or poisoning
	4
	4
	16
	Only certified operators (PA1 + relevant module); COSHH assessment completed; weather assessed (no spraying in high wind); exclusion zones implemented; correct PPE worn; public access controlled; buffer zones maintained near watercourses.
	1
	4
	4

	Contact with concentrated chemical during mixing
	Operator
	Skin/eye burns or toxic exposure
	4
	5
	20
	Mixing undertaken on stable surface with spill containment; PPE including chemical-resistant gloves and face shield worn; measuring equipment used; spills cleaned immediately; no eating or drinking during handling.
	1
	5
	5

	Environmental contamination
	Environment, public
	Run-off into drains or watercourses
	3
	5
	15
	No spraying near watercourses without authorisation; avoid drains; follow product label; spill kits available; secure storage; waste disposed via licensed contractor; triple rinse containers where permitted.
	1
	5
	5

	Incorrect product use
	Operators, environment
	Application at wrong rate or location
	3
	4
	12
	Product label followed strictly; calibrated equipment used; records of application retained; supervisor oversight; secure storage of chemicals.
	1
	4
	4

	Manual handling of knapsack sprayer
	Operator
	Musculoskeletal injury
	3
	3
	9
	Knapsack filled to safe weight; team assistance when lifting; raised platform used where practicable; manual handling techniques applied; ARB-GRA-12 referenced.
	1
	3
	3

	Equipment failure / leaks
	Operator, environment
	Chemical exposure due to hose or seal failure
	3
	4
	12
	Pre-use inspection completed; seals and hoses checked; maintenance records kept; defective equipment removed from service immediately.
	1
	4
	4

	Unauthorised access to treated area
	Public
	Contact with wet residues
	3
	4
	12
	Signage displayed where required; treated areas cordoned; re-entry intervals observed; public informed where appropriate.
	1
	4
	4

	Improper storage of chemicals
	Employees, environment
	Fire, spill or unauthorised access
	3
	4
	12
	Chemicals stored in secure, ventilated, bunded cabinet; inventory maintained; SDS accessible; incompatible products segregated; storage inspected regularly.
	1
	4
	4


9. Review & Monitoring
This GRA must be reviewed annually, following any change in product type, legislation, equipment, or following any incident or environmental complaint.
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