LOGO [Insert Company Logo Here]


COMPANY
GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT (GRA) – USE OF HAND TOOLS

Activity / Task: Use of non-powered and powered hand tools during arboricultural, landscaping and grounds maintenance operations
Document Ref: ARB-GRA-20
Version: ____    Date Issued: ____    Review Date: ____
Assessed by: ______________________________

1. Scope of Risk Assessment
This Generic Risk Assessment (GRA) covers the foreseeable hazards associated with the use of hand tools, including striking tools (hammers, mallets), cutting tools (saws, knives), digging tools (spades, mattocks, bars), pruning tools (loppers, secateurs), and portable powered hand tools not otherwise specifically risk assessed. This GRA must be read alongside a Site-Specific Risk Assessment (SSRA) and any relevant task-specific GRAs.
2. Responsibilities
Managers must ensure tools are suitable, maintained under PUWER 1998 where applicable, and that operators are trained and competent.
Team Leaders must brief the SSRA, monitor safe systems of work, and ensure defective tools are removed from service.
Operators must use tools only for their intended purpose, complete pre-use checks, wear required PPE and report defects immediately.
3. Persons at Risk
☒ Employees    ☒ Contractors    ☒ Members of the Public    ☒ Clients    ☒ Environment
4. PPE Requirements
Minimum PPE: Safety footwear (EN ISO 20345), gloves appropriate to task, eye protection (EN166) when using striking or cutting tools, hearing protection where noise exceeds 80dB(A), and safety helmet where overhead risk exists. Additional PPE as identified in SSRA.
5. Emergency Arrangements
Emergency arrangements must align with FISA 802 where applicable. A first aid kit must be available on site. All injuries including minor cuts must be cleaned and dressed immediately. Nearest A&E and precise site location must be known prior to commencing work.
6. Risk Matrix & Scoring
Risk is assessed using Likelihood (L) and Severity (S). Each rating must show the component scores and the calculation: L × S = Risk Rating. Initial risk is assessed before controls. Residual risk is reassessed after the listed controls using a new Residual L and Residual S score; these must not be copied from the initial assessment without review.
	Severity ↓ / Likelihood →
	1 Rare
	2 Unlikely
	3 Possible
	4 Likely
	5 Very Likely

	1 Minor
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2 First Aid
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	3 Medical
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	4 Major
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	5 Fatal
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25



Risk bands: 1–4 Low | 5–9 Medium | 10–16 High | 17–25 Intolerable
7. Relevant UK Legislation & Guidance
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER)
Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005 (where applicable)
Control of Vibration at Work Regulations 2005 (where applicable)
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH)
Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 (where applicable)
HSE HSG47 – Avoiding Danger from Underground Services (where groundbreaking involved)
FISA 802 – Emergency Planning
FISA 805 – Training and Certification
8. Hazards & Control Measures
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	How Harm May Occur
	Initial L
	Initial S
	Initial L×S
	Control Measures
	Res. L
	Res. S
	Res. L×S

	Incorrect use of hand tools
	Operator, others
	Lacerations, puncture wounds, impact injuries
	3
	4
	12
	Operators trained and competent; tools used only for intended purpose; no makeshift tools; secure grip maintained; stable footing ensured; cutting away from body; dynamic risk assessment undertaken; supervision by Team Leader. Maintain safe working distance between operatives; do not pass tools hand-to-hand while in use; tools transported in a safe manner when moving between work areas.
	1
	4
	4

	Defective or poorly maintained tools
	Operator, others
	Tool failure causing injury
	3
	4
	12
	Pre-use inspection completed; handles secure; blades sharp and undamaged; guards fitted; defective tools tagged and removed; maintenance records kept where required.
	1
	4
	4

	Striking tools causing flying fragments
	Operator, nearby persons
	Eye injury from metal/wood fragments
	3
	4
	12
	Eye protection worn; tools appropriate and undamaged; ensure secure striking surface; maintain safe working distance from others; exclusion zone where required.
	1
	4
	4

	Ground breaking and contact with underground services
	Operator, public
	Electric shock, gas leak, water damage
	3
	5
	15
	HSG47 followed; service plans reviewed; CAT & Genny used by trained operator; trial holes dug by hand; permit-to-dig where required; stop work if uncertainty exists.
	1
	5
	5

	Manual handling of tools and materials
	Operator
	Musculoskeletal injury
	3
	3
	9
	ARB-GRA-12 applied; avoid excessive load; use mechanical aids; correct lifting technique; rotate tasks; suitable tool storage in vehicles.
	1
	3
	3

	Vibration exposure (where powered hand tools used)
	Operator
	HAVS or upper limb disorder
	3
	4
	12
	Low vibration equipment selected; trigger time monitored; exposure assessed; health surveillance implemented where required; maintenance regime followed.
	1
	4
	4

	Noise exposure (where powered tools used)
	Operator, others
	Noise-induced hearing loss
	3
	4
	12
	Hearing protection worn where required; exposure managed under ARB-GRA-15; tools maintained; communication methods established in noisy areas.
	1
	4
	4

	Biological hazards (sharps, animal waste, contaminated soil)
	All persons on site
	Infection or illness
	3
	4
	12
	Area visually inspected; gloves worn; avoid direct contact; sharps reported for specialist removal; wash hands before eating; minor wounds cleaned and dressed immediately; tetanus vaccination maintained.
	1
	4
	4

	Fuel handling for petrol-powered hand tools
	Operator, environment
	Burns, fire, environmental contamination
	3
	4
	12
	Refuel in well-ventilated area; engine cooled; no smoking; approved fuel containers used; fuel stored minimum 10m from ignition sources; spill kit available; refuel away from drains/watercourses.
	1
	4
	4


9. Review & Monitoring
This GRA must be reviewed annually, following any incident, introduction of new tools, change in working practices, or legislative update.


[COMPANY NAME] – GRA Use of Hand Tools - ARB-GRA-20
Version: [VERSION]   Date Issued: [DATE]   Review Date: [REVIEW DATE]
Not controlled when printed
