[Insert Company Logo Here]	Yard and Depot Audit  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  AUDIT
YARD AND DEPOT AUDIT
A walk-round check of your yard, workshop, stores and welfare, plus the HR and legal basics – so the place your kit lives is safe, legal and ready for inspection.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Finding hazards and gaps in the yard and depot before they cause harm or fail an assessment.
	Who fills it in
	A Director, Manager or competent person, with the yard or workshop lead.

	When
	At least every [6 months], after a change to the yard, and before an assessment.
	Time needed
	About 2 hours: 90 minutes walking round, 30 minutes on records.

	You will need
	Torch, camera or phone, this form, equipment register, COSHH file, fire risk assessment, last audit.
	Where it goes
	Audit file and management review. Keep for [6 years].

	Form reference
	ARB-AUD-04  ·  Version 2.0  ·  Issued [DD/MM/YYYY]
	Audit reference
	[AUD-YYYY-NN]



	Where this fits
	Plan the audit  →
	Audit (AUD-01 to AUD-04)  →
	Log findings (NC log)  →
	Close actions  →
	Management review


This is the yard part of the audit programme. Office and management checks are in ARB-AUD-01. Findings go to the NC log (ARB-POL-24 App. B) and the Section 15 tracker.
How to fill this in
	1
	Fill in Section 1. Walk the whole site: yard, workshop, stores, fuel point, welfare, vehicle parking and the boundary.

	2
	For each line, look at the real thing. Tick C, NC or N/A, and write what you saw (for example "Extinguisher by workshop door, serviced 03/2026"). Take photos of anything NC.

	3
	If a line meets the standard today but is about to slip (for example a service due next month, a spill kit half used), tick C and write OBS with an action in Section 15.

	4
	A ★ critical item that is NC makes the audit Red. Put it right or make it safe before you leave, and tell a Director the same day.

	5
	Complete Section 13 (items checked in ARB-AUD-01), add up the scores in Section 14, and agree the actions in Section 15.



  1     Audit details
              Section 1 of 15  ·  About 5 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Date and time of audit
	
	Auditor name and role
	

	Yard / depot address
	
	Yard or workshop lead
	



	Date of last yard audit
	
	Date of last ARB-AUD-01
	Needed for Section 13

	Audit type
	☐ Routine   ☐ Follow-up   ☐ After an incident or change   ☐ Before an assessment

	What is on site
	☐ Workshop   ☐ Fuel store   ☐ Chemical store   ☐ Log or chip storage   ☐ Welfare cabin   ☐ Office   ☐ Shared or rented yard

	Open actions from last audit
	e.g. 1 open (Y4, fuel bowser lock) – check it in Section 15



  2     Yard condition, lighting, signs and notices
              Section 2 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	Housekeeping and access

	Workplace is tidy, organised and safe
Walkways clear of brash, strops, fuel cans and cables. Nothing stacked where it could fall.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	Floors and yard surface in good repair, with no trip holes, and drained so water and mud do not pool
Look at the workshop floor, yard entrance and around the fuel point.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Adequate lighting in all areas, including the yard for winter early starts, stores and the workshop
Test switches and sensor lights. Note any dark corners.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Signs and notices

	Clear safety signs where needed: no smoking, fuel and chemical store hazards, PPE zones, speed limit, pedestrian route
Health and Safety (Safety Signs and Signals) Regulations 1996.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	No-smoking signs in enclosed areas and in work vehicles used by more than one person
Smoke-free law (Health Act 2006) in England.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ HSE health and safety law poster displayed where staff can read it, or the leaflet given to each worker
Health and Safety Information for Employees Regulations 1989. Check it is the current HSE version.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ Employers’ liability insurance certificate displayed at the depot, or available electronically to all staff
Check it is the current certificate. The full insurance check is in ARB-AUD-01 Section 3.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Emergency contacts, first aiders and the nearest A&E posted on the noticeboard (ARB-PRO-02)
Names and numbers still correct?
	☐
	☐
	☐
	




  3     Fire safety
              Section 3 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	★ Fire risk assessment for the yard, workshop, stores and any office covers what is actually here now
Recorded in full, reviewed in the last 12 months or after a change. Look for fuel, chip piles, battery charging, hot work.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	Fire extinguishers present, the right type for the risk, and serviced in the last 12 months
Service label date. BS 5306-3 is the usual service standard. Foam or water for general, CO₂ by electrics, powder or foam near fuel.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Extinguishers visually checked every month, and staff know where they are and how to use them
Pin in, gauge in the green, not blocked.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Fire exits and escape routes clear, signed and easy to open from inside
Try the doors. Nothing stored in front of them.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Fire assembly point identified, signed and known by staff
Ask one person where it is.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Battery charging (saw, hedge trimmer and blower batteries) done on a non-combustible surface, away from fuel and chip, and not left overnight unless the fire risk assessment allows
Look for damaged or swollen batteries.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Log stacks, woodchip piles and brash kept away from buildings, fuel and boundaries, and chip piles checked for heating
Large damp chip piles can self-heat.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  4     Fuel, oil and flammable storage
              Section 4 of 15  ·  About 15 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	Oil storage (diesel, bio chain oil, hydraulic and engine oil)

	★ Any oil container over 200 litres outside a building (tank, IBC or bowser) has secondary containment: a bund of at least 110% of the container, or drip trays of 25% for drums
Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001. Waste oil is covered by waste rules instead.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	Bunds and drip trays sound, empty of rainwater and oil, and valves and taps inside the bund
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Tanks and bowsers protected from vehicle impact (bollards or barriers) and in good condition
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Mobile bowser taps, valves and delivery hose locked when not in use
	☐

	☐
	☐
	

	Smaller containers (under 200 litres) stored on drip trays or in a bunded cabinet, away from drains
Good practice. Not caught by the Oil Storage Regulations, but a spill still pollutes.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Petrol, two-stroke mix and other flammables (DSEAR)

	★ DSEAR risk assessment done for petrol, two-stroke mix, LPG, aerosols and other flammables, and recorded if you employ 5 or more
Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations 2002, reg 5.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Petrol kept in suitable, labelled containers in a ventilated store or cabinet, away from ignition sources, and only in the quantities needed
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	If petrol is dispensed from a storage tank into vehicles or engines, a petroleum storage certificate is held or the local Petroleum Enforcement Authority has confirmed none is needed
Usually Trading Standards. Tick N/A if you only use cans.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Refuelling point away from drains and sources of ignition, with a drip tray, and a no-smoking sign
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Spill kits

	★ Spill kits available at the fuel store and workshop, fully stocked, and staff know how to use them
Oil-only kit near fuel. Check the contents list.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Used spill kit materials disposed of as hazardous waste, with a consignment note
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  5     COSHH and chemicals
              Section 5 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	★ COSHH assessments in date for every hazardous product stored or used, including fuels, oils, antifreeze, grease, herbicides and cleaning products
COSHH Regulations 2002. Check against what is actually on the shelves.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	Safety data sheets available for every product, and the COSHH file matches what is in the store
Pick 3 products and find their SDS.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	COSHH store compliant: secure, ventilated, labelled, incompatible products apart, on bunded shelving
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	All containers labelled with the product name and hazard pictograms. No decanting into unlabelled or drinks bottles
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Herbicides and other plant protection products in a locked store, with users holding the right certificate
Certificate check is in ARB-AUD-01 Section 3.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Right PPE for handling chemicals available and in good condition (gloves, goggles, apron)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Eye wash available where chemicals, fuel or battery acid are handled
Mains tap water, or sealed sterile eyewash if there is no tap nearby. Check expiry dates.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  6     Equipment register, quarantine and security
              Section 6 of 15  ·  About 15 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	Register and quarantine

	Every item in the yard is on the Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012), with its ID number marked on the kit
Pick 5 items at random and find them on the register.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	★ A clearly marked quarantine area for defective or "do not use" kit, separate from kit ready for use
A labelled shelf, cage or bay.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ Every item in quarantine has a Do Not Use tag (ARB-EQ-013) and a defect report (ARB-EQ-000)
No tagged kit in vans or the ready-to-use area.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Repaired kit signed off by a competent person before it goes back into use; scrapped kit destroyed or made unusable
Especially ropes, harnesses, slings and karabiners.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Security

	Secure storage of equipment and machinery: locked container, store or building; saws and climbing kit not left in vans overnight unless the insurer accepts it
Check your insurance conditions.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Plant and trailers immobilised or secured (wheel clamps, hitch locks, ground anchors), and marked (for example CESAR or postcode marking)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Keys controlled: key safe or key log, no keys left in vehicles or plant
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Perimeter secure: fence, gates and locks in good repair; alarm or CCTV working where fitted, with CCTV signs
CCTV must follow ARB-POL-33 and ARB-POL-04.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	




  7     Workshop, sharpening and portable electrics
              Section 7 of 15  ·  About 15 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	Sharpening and machinery

	★ Bench and chain grinders fixed down, with guards, eye shields and tool rests in place and correctly adjusted
PUWER 1998. HSE guide HSG17 covers abrasive wheels.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	Only trained people change grinding wheels, and wheel speed ratings match the machine
Ask who does it and check training records.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Eye protection and gloves available and worn for sharpening; chain filing and grinding done at a bench with good light
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Saws are never run inside the workshop unless there is good ventilation and it is part of the risk assessment
Exhaust fumes contain carbon monoxide.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Compressors, jacks, axle stands and ramps in good condition, with pressure systems examined where required
Jacks never used alone to hold up a vehicle or machine.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Workshop risk assessment and safe systems for maintenance, including isolating machines before working on them
e.g. chipper and stump grinder blade changes.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Portable electrics

	★ Portable electrical equipment and extension leads visually checked by users, and inspected and tested at intervals set by risk
No legal duty to test every year, but equipment must be maintained (Electricity at Work Regulations 1989; HSE).
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Record of inspection and testing (or PAT labels) for workshop tools, chargers, kettles and heaters
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	No damaged plugs, taped cables, daisy-chained extension leads or overloaded sockets. 110V or battery tools used outdoors where needed
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Fixed electrical installation inspected by an electrician at the interval on the last report
Look for an EICR and its next inspection date.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	




  8     Climbing and rigging kit storage
              Section 8 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	★ Climbing and rigging kit stored in a dry, ventilated place, out of direct sunlight and away from fuel, oil, battery acid and chemicals
Follow the maker’s instructions supplied with each item.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	Ropes, harnesses and slings hung or bagged, not on the floor, and not stored wet or dirty
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Each personal climbing kit is labelled to its user and kept together
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ Every item has an ID that matches the register and the LOLER thorough examination records (every 6 months for kit used to lift people and for lifting accessories)
LOLER dates checked in ARB-AUD-01 Section 5. Here, check the kit itself.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Weekly climbing kit and PPE inspections completed (ARB-EQ-010) and rigging inspections (ARB-EQ-007)
Look at the last 4 weeks.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Rescue kit for aerial rescue kept complete and ready to go
ARB-SITE-009 and ARB-SITE-010.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  9     Vehicles, plant and traffic in the yard
              Section 9 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	★ Vehicle movements controlled and risk assessed, including reversing, delivery lorries and customers visiting
Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992, reg 17. HSE workplace transport guidance.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	Pedestrian routes segregated from vehicles where possible, and marked
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Reversing kept to a minimum, with a banksman, cameras or sensors where needed
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Parking, trailer and plant bays marked; trailers and chippers parked on level ground with the jockey wheel and brakes set
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Safe loading and unloading of plant, including ramps, winches and tie-downs
e.g. stump grinder or tracked loader onto a trailer.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Daily vehicle walk-round checks (ARB-EQ-009) and trailer checks (ARB-EQ-008) done before vehicles leave the yard
MOT, tax, servicing and O-licence checks are in ARB-AUD-01.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Vehicle first aid kits, spill kits, fire extinguishers and emergency packs in each vehicle
Spot-check one vehicle.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  10     First aid and welfare
              Section 10 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	★ Yard first aid kit available, signed, fully stocked and in date, and checked monthly (ARB-EQ-015)
Contents set by your first-aid needs assessment. Include a catastrophic bleed kit.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	First aiders or an appointed person named on the noticeboard
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Eye wash station available where required (see Section 5)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ Welfare facilities available: toilet, washing with hot and cold water, soap and drying
Workplace Regulations 1992, regs 20 and 21.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Drinking water, and a rest and eating area kept clean, with a way to heat food and make hot drinks
Regs 22 and 25.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Somewhere to change, and to store and dry wet clothing and PPE
Regs 23 and 24.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Welfare cleaned regularly, with a cleaning rota or record
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  11     Drainage, waste, logs and biosecurity
              Section 11 of 15  ·  About 15 minutes  ·  Auditor
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	Drainage

	Drainage plan shows which drains are surface water and which are foul; surface water drains are marked (for example blue)
Surface water usually goes straight to a stream.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	★ No oil, fuel, chemicals or dirty wash-down water can reach a surface water drain
Check around the fuel point, workshop and wash bay.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Vehicle and kit washing done in a set area draining to foul sewer (with consent) or collected, not to surface water
GPP 13 (vehicle washing) is useful guidance.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Oil separator or interceptor (if fitted) inspected and emptied on schedule
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Waste

	Waste stored in suitable, labelled skips or containers, kept covered where needed, and segregated (general, hazardous, metal, green waste)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Hazardous waste (waste oil, oily rags, filters, batteries, aerosols, chemical containers) stored separately and removed with consignment notes
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ If you bring green waste back from customers’ sites to store or chip at the yard, you have the right waste exemption or permit registered
e.g. a T6 exemption in England. Check it is registered and the limits are met.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Waste transfer notes kept for loads leaving the yard
The full waste carrier and transfer note check is in ARB-AUD-01 Section 3.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Log and chip storage

	Log stacks and timber stable, on firm level ground, at a safe height, and away from walkways and vehicle routes
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	If you sell firewood, wood sold in England in volumes under 2 cubic metres is certified Ready to Burn, and larger loads come with the drying notice
Air Quality (Domestic Solid Fuels Standards) (England) Regulations 2020.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	If you sell logs or timber from your own felling, you keep the UK Timber Regulations due diligence records
You may be the "operator" who first places it on the market.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Biosecurity

	Biosecurity measures in place: wash-down area, brushes, disinfectant, and kit and boots cleaned between sites (ARB-POL-13)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Material from sites with notifiable pests or restrictions kept separate and handled as the Forestry Commission requires
e.g. spruce from the Ips typographus demarcated area.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  12     People and HR records
              Section 12 of 15  ·  About 15 minutes  ·  Auditor (office records)
	Check  (★ = critical)
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Evidence seen / finding / action ref

	Written statement of terms (contract) issued to every employee and worker on or before their first day (ARB-HR-001)
Sample 3 staff files.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



	PAYE set up with HMRC, and all pay goes through payroll
No cash-in-hand wages (ARB-POL-07).
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ National Minimum Wage and National Living Wage paid at the current rates, including after deductions and for all hours worked
Check travel time between sites and time spent at the yard loading up.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Working Time Regulations followed: rest breaks, daily and weekly rest, 48-hour average unless a signed opt-out is held
Links to fatigue controls (ARB-POL-10).
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Holiday entitlement tracked, and holiday records kept for 6 years
The 6-year record duty applies from 6 April 2026.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Sick pay system in place and SSP paid from the first day of sickness
Day-one SSP applies from 6 April 2026 (ARB-POL-26).
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Disciplinary procedure documented and given to staff (Employee Handbook, ARB-HR-002)
Should follow the Acas Code of Practice.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Grievance procedure documented and given to staff (ARB-HR-002)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Equality policy in place and known by staff (ARB-POL-18)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	★ Pension automatic enrolment duties met, and the re-declaration of compliance made to The Pensions Regulator on time
Every 3 years. Check the date of the last one.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



  13     Items checked in the Office and Management Audit
              Section 13 of 15  ·  About 5 minutes  ·  Auditor
These items from the original checklist are audited in full in ARB-AUD-01, so they are not repeated here. Copy the result from the latest ARB-AUD-01. If it is more than 12 months old, or the result was NC and is still open, add an action in Section 15.
	Original checklist item
	Where it is checked in ARB-AUD-01
	AUD-01 result
	Action ref

	Right to work checks completed
	Section 4 Training, competence and people
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Data protection (GDPR) compliance
	Section 9 Data protection, IT and records
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Training records maintained
	Section 4
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Induction process in place
	Section 4
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Company registered correctly
	Section 3 Company filings
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Public liability insurance in place
	Section 3 Insurance
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Employers’ liability insurance in place
	Section 3 (certificate display: Section 2 here)
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Motor / fleet insurance for business use
	Section 3
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Waste carrier licence registered; waste transfer notes used
	Section 3 Registrations and licences
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Environmental compliance
	Section 10 (ENV-01 register); yard items in Section 11 here
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Health and safety policy in place; risk assessments completed
	Section 2 Policies and the management system
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	RIDDOR compliance; accident reporting system
	Section 6 Accidents, incidents and near misses
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	PUWER compliance; LOLER compliance
	Section 5 (yard kit checked in Sections 6 to 8 here)
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	COSHH compliance; fire risk assessment completed
	Section 2 (stores and yard checked in Sections 3 and 5 here)
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	ICO data protection registration
	Section 9
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	

	Licences / permits in place; records retained correctly
	Section 3; Section 9 (retention schedule)
	☐ C   ☐ NC
	




  14     Scoring summary and overall result
              Section 14 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor
		Section
	C
	NC
	N/A
	Score %
	★ items NC (list)

	2  Yard condition, lighting, signs and notices
	
	
	
	
	

	3  Fire safety
	
	
	
	
	

	4  Fuel, oil and flammable storage
	
	
	
	
	

	5  COSHH and chemicals
	
	
	
	
	

	6  Equipment register, quarantine and security
	
	
	
	
	

	7  Workshop, sharpening and portable electrics
	
	
	
	
	

	8  Climbing and rigging kit storage
	
	
	
	
	

	9  Vehicles, plant and traffic in the yard
	
	
	
	
	

	10  First aid and welfare
	
	
	
	
	

	11  Drainage, waste, logs and biosecurity
	
	
	
	
	

	12  People and HR records
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	






		How to score each line
C = compliant, and you have seen the evidence.  NC = not compliant, missing, out of date, or you could not see the evidence.  N/A = does not apply to this yard (write why).

	☐  GREEN – good
Score of [90]% or more, and no ★ item is NC.
	☐  AMBER – improve
Score of [75]% to [89]%, and no ★ item is NC. Close actions by the due dates.
	☐  RED – act now
Score under [75]%, or any ★ item is NC. Tell a Director the same day.

	Score % = C ÷ (C + NC) × 100.  Leave N/A out of the sum. Round to the nearest whole number.






	Overall rating
	☐  Green
	☐  Amber
	☐  Red

	Last audit score and rating
	e.g. 84% Amber, 12/03/2026

	Trend
	☐ Better      ☐ Same      ☐ Worse      ☐ First audit



		Good practice seen
e.g. quarantine cage with tags and a defect folder on the door; fuel store bunded and signed; chip piles rotated monthly

	






		Anything made safe during the audit
e.g. damaged extension lead removed and tagged; fire exit cleared

	






  15     Action tracker and sign-off
              Section 15 of 15  ·  About 10 minutes  ·  Auditor and yard lead
One row per NC or OBS finding. Copy each NC into the non-conformance log (ARB-POL-24 Appendix B) and write its NC reference here. Only close an action when you have checked the fix worked.
	Ref
	Finding (what was wrong)
	Action to fix it and stop it happening again
	Owner
	Due date
	Closed: date, checked by, NC log ref

	e.g. Y1
	e.g. Diesel bowser in yard has no lock on the delivery hose
	e.g. Fit padlock; add bowser lock to the weekly yard check
	e.g. Sam (Yard)
	e.g. 04/10/26
	e.g. 02/10/26, AB, NC-2026-021

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



			Auditor
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	






		Yard / depot lead
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	






	Follow-up needed?
	☐ Yes   ☐ No
	Follow-up target date
	

	Next yard audit due
	
	Copy sent to management review?
	☐ Yes







If you would like this form in a different format, or someone to go through it with you, just ask.
	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
What this audit is. A physical inspection of the yard and depot, plus the HR records that the original checklist included. It supports ARB-POL-01 Section 13.1 (monitoring, audit and review) and ARB-POL-24 Section 9 (internal audits), and sits alongside ARB-AUD-01 (office and management). It helps you prepare for Constructionline Gold, CHAS, SafeContractor and ARB Approved Contractor assessments, but it does not guarantee a pass and is not endorsed by any scheme. Check each scheme’s current requirements before an assessment.
Why C / NC / N/A scoring. The original used Pass / At risk / Fail. We have used C / NC / N/A so this audit scores the same way as ARB-AUD-01 and ARB-AUD-03, and results can be compared and combined at management review. The original "At risk" is kept as an OBS (observation): the item passes today, but gets an action so it does not slip.
The law behind the ★ critical items (checked 27/09/2026)
1. Oil storage (England): Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001. They apply to oil in containers over 200 litres at business premises, but not to containers inside a building, waste oil, or oil on a farm for agricultural use. Secondary containment must hold 110% of a tank; drip trays must hold 25% of a drum; mobile bowsers need lockable taps and valves (GOV.UK "Storing oil at a home or business", May 2023). Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland have their own rules.
1. DSEAR 2002: assess and control fire and explosion risks from dangerous substances such as petrol, and record the significant findings if you employ 5 or more (reg 5(4)). A petroleum storage certificate from the Petroleum Enforcement Authority is needed if you store petrol at a site where it is dispensed into vehicles or engines (Petroleum (Consolidation) Regulations 2014; council guidance).
1. COSHH 2002: assess and control hazardous substances. Safety data sheets come from the supplier.
1. Fire: Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. All fire risk assessments must be recorded in full in England and Wales (Building Safety Act 2022 s156).
1. Law poster: Health and Safety Information for Employees Regulations 1989 – display the HSE-approved poster or give each worker the leaflet (HSE).
1. Employers’ liability certificate: the certificate must be available to staff; electronic access is allowed. The full insurance check is in ARB-AUD-01.
1. Welfare and traffic routes: Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992, regs 17 and 20 to 25.
1. Portable electrics: Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 require equipment to be maintained to prevent danger. HSE says the law does not require annual PAT testing; set intervals by risk.
1. Grinders: PUWER 1998 (guards, training, maintenance). HSE HSG17 covers abrasive wheels.
1. Green waste at the yard: chipping or shredding waste wood and plant matter brought in from other sites needs a registered exemption (T6 in England, up to 500 tonnes in any 7 days, treated material stored for up to 3 months) or a permit (GOV.UK, July 2025).
1. Firewood: Air Quality (Domestic Solid Fuels Standards) (England) Regulations 2020 – Ready to Burn for volumes under 2 cubic metres (Woodsure). Timber: UK Timber Regulations 2013 cover domestic timber and fuel wood; GOV.UK (August 2025).
1. HR: holiday records for 6 years and day-one SSP from 6 April 2026 (Employment Rights Act 2025). Check the current National Minimum Wage rates on GOV.UK each April. Automatic enrolment re-declaration every 3 years (The Pensions Regulator).
Coming changes to watch
1. Waste carrier permits replacing registration in England, expected from 2027, and digital waste tracking for carriers expected to follow receivers in 2027. Update: Section 11 and ARB-AUD-01 Section 3.
1. UK Timber Regulation and forest risk commodities: stronger rules expected in 2027 (GOV.UK, 2 September 2026). Update: the timber line in Section 11.
1. Employment Rights Act 2025: further changes in October 2026 and 2027. Update: Section 12.
Tailor it. Delete lines for things you do not have (for example no fuel tank, no workshop), or mark them N/A with a reason. Set your audit frequency and score bands. If you share or rent a yard, agree with the landlord who is responsible for fire, drainage and security, and note it in Section 1. Where a line needs specialist judgement (fire risk, electrical installation, drainage consents), use a competent person.
Changes from the original. All original yard, HR and legal items are kept. Items already audited in ARB-AUD-01 are cross-referenced in Section 13 instead of repeated. Added: critical items, fuel and DSEAR, fire, COSHH store, equipment register and quarantine, security, workshop and sharpening, portable electrics, climbing kit storage, vehicles, first aid (ARB-EQ-015), welfare, law poster and EL certificate, drainage, waste, logs, scoring and an action tracker.
Sources: legislation.gov.uk (SI 2001/2954 regs 2 and 3; DSEAR reg 5); GOV.UK "Storing oil at a home or business"; HSE (DSEAR pages, law poster, PAT FAQ, HSG17); Nottinghamshire County Council petroleum licence guide; GOV.UK waste exemption T6; Woodsure (Ready to Burn); GOV.UK "Regulations: timber and FLEGT licences" and OPSS UKTR guide; NetRegs GPP 13.
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It is not legal advice, and it is not a fire risk assessment or an accreditation assessment. Your competent person should check the results.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-AUD-01 / 03
	Office and Management Audit; Site Audit – Completed Sites

	ARB-POL-01 / 24
	Health and Safety Policy (13.1 audit); Quality Policy (Section 9 internal audit; Appendix B NC log)

	ARB-POL-13 / ARB-ENV-01
	Biosecurity Policy; Environmental Aspects and Impacts Register

	ARB-POL-04 / 33
	Data Protection Policy; IT, Communications and Monitoring Policy (CCTV)

	ARB-EQ-012 / 000 / 013
	Register of Equipment; Equipment Defect Report and Log; Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-EQ-007 / 008 / 009 / 010
	Rigging, Trailer, Daily Vehicle and Weekly Climbing Kit inspections

	ARB-EQ-015
	Vehicle and Yard First Aid Kit Inspection

	ARB-HR-001 / 002
	Contract of Employment; Employee Handbook

	ARB-PRO-02
	Emergency Procedures and Contacts



Document control
	Item
	Detail

	Document
	Yard and Depot Audit (ARB-AUD-04)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[DATE]
	[INITIALS]
	First Edition Created

	
	
	
	



[COMPANY NAME]  –  Yard and Depot Audit  –  ARB-AUD-04
Version: [VERSION]   Date Issued: [DATE]   Review Date: [REVIEW DATE]   						Page 1 of 1
Not controlled when printed.
