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[COMPANY NAME]  –  REGISTER
ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS AND IMPACTS REGISTER
How our work affects the environment, which effects matter most, and what we do to control them.
	Reference
	Version
	Date issued
	Review date

	ARB-ENV-01
	2.0
	[DD/MM/YYYY]
	[DD/MM/YYYY]



	At a glance

	What it is for
	Listing our environmental aspects and impacts, scoring which are significant, and recording the controls, the law and who owns each one.

	Who fills it in
	A Director or Manager, with input from Team Leaders. Crews use it in briefings.

	When
	Set up once, then reviewed every 12 months and after any trigger in Section 7.

	Time needed
	About 2 hours to tailor the first time. About 30 minutes at each review.

	You will need
	Your list of activities, plant and vehicles, waste carrier registration, waste transfer notes, COSHH assessments and any incident or complaint records.

	Where it goes
	[Shared drive / H&S file]. Keep old versions for at least [6] years.



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
This register replaces your original Aspects and Impacts Register. We have kept its content (the significance method, the environmental action plan and the legal register), updated the law and rebuilt it for tree surgery, landscaping and grounds maintenance.
ISO 14001 context (checked 26/09/2026)
1. ISO 14001:2015 clause 6.1.2 asks an organisation to identify the environmental aspects of its activities, products and services that it can control and those it can influence, and their impacts, taking a life-cycle perspective. It must consider changes, abnormal conditions and reasonably foreseeable emergencies, decide which aspects are significant using set criteria, communicate them, and keep documented information. This register is laid out to support that.
1. ISO 14001:2026 was published on 15/04/2026 and keeps the environmental aspects requirement (clause 6.1.2), with more emphasis on life cycle, climate and biodiversity. Certified firms have a three-year transition to around April 2029. Confirm the exact dates with your certification body.
1. Using this register does not make a business ISO 14001 certified or compliant. Certification needs a full management system audited by an accredited certification body. Do not claim certification unless you hold it.
In force now (checked 26/09/2026). The main laws are listed in Appendix A, with sources. Key points:
1. Waste carrier registration. Carrying green waste you produce needs lower tier registration (free). Carrying construction or demolition waste, such as old fencing or paving from landscaping, needs upper tier registration, renewed every 3 years.
1. Waste transfer notes must be kept for 2 years. Oil storage: containers of 201 litres or more at business premises need 110% secondary containment.
1. Simpler Recycling (England): in force for workplaces since 31/03/2025. Micro-firms (fewer than 10 full-time equivalent employees) have until 31/03/2027. Wales has had its own workplace recycling law since 06/04/2024.
1. Glyphosate GB approval runs to 15/12/2026 while HSE completes its renewal assessment.
Coming changes to watch
1. Waste carrier, broker and dealer reform (England). The Environmental Permitting (Waste Controlling or Transporting) and Relevant Functions of Primary Authorities (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2026 (SI 2026/873) were made on 22/07/2026. The transitional provisions started 21 days later. The main provisions start 12 months after the date made, so from about 22/07/2027 registration moves to a permitting regime, with further transition for existing registrations. The reform had not fully commenced at 26/09/2026. Check the Environment Agency guidance and update rows E07 and E08 and Appendix A (L2) when it does.
1. Digital waste tracking. Mandatory for receiving sites from October 2026, and planned for waste carriers from October 2027 (Environment Agency, 30/04/2026). Your waste sites may ask you for extra details now.
1. Waste exemptions reform (England and Wales). Defra plans tighter conditions for exemptions, including T6 and D7, with a 6-month transition once the amendments are made. Not in force at 26/09/2026.
1. BS 5837 revision expected in late 2026. Glyphosate decision due by 15/12/2026.
Corrections to your original. It listed several laws that have been revoked or replaced: the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (now the 2017 Habitats Regulations); the Waste Management Regulations 1996, Landfill Regulations 2002 and Groundwater Regulations 2009 (now in the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016); the Controlled Waste Regulations 1992 (replaced in 2012); the List of Wastes Regulations 2005; and the Site Waste Management Plans Regulations 2008 (revoked, and never part of EPA 1990 section 34). English Nature and the Nature Conservancy Council are now Natural England. “Hazardous Waste 2012” is the 2005 Regulations, and hazardous waste producer registration no longer applies in England. The Civil Sanctions entry described powers of entry, which come from the Environment Act 1995. Several matrix rows had the wrong impact (for example “inefficient use of space” for fire). References to a charity and to a named water company have been removed.
Who it applies to. Environmental law applies to businesses of every size. The rows assume England; Wales and Scotland have their own regulators (Natural Resources Wales, SEPA) and some different rules.
Tailor it. Delete rows that do not apply and add your own. Check each score and owner. Fill in the Appendix A status column. Add your COSHH references. Fill in everything in [red] and delete this box before issue.
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It is not legal, ecological or environmental consultancy advice. Take advice from the Environment Agency, Natural England or a qualified ecologist or consultant for a specific site.



	If your business is larger (optional – delete if it does not apply)
With several depots, keep one register per depot, or one register with a column for the site.
Large undertakings (broadly 250 or more employees, or high turnover and balance sheet) may fall under ESOS energy audits, and larger companies may have carbon reporting duties (SECR). Check the thresholds with your accountant.
Some public sector contracts ask for a Carbon Reduction Plan. If you have one, add objectives here that match it.
If you want ISO 14001 certification, you will also need an environmental policy, a compliance evaluation, internal audits and management review records. This register is one part of that system.



	This register on one page
1. Our biggest environmental risks are fuel and oil spills, waste, wildlife, protected trees, pests and diseases, and noise.
1. Refuel on a drip tray, away from drains and water. Every vehicle carries a spill kit.
1. Every load of arisings goes to a lawful place, under our waste carrier registration, with a waste transfer note.
1. Check for nesting birds and bats before every job. If you find one, stop and tell your Team Leader.
1. Check TPO and conservation area status before work, and keep machines off root protection areas.
1. Arrive clean, leave clean (Biosecurity Policy ARB-POL-13).




	1
	How to use this register
Section 1 of 7  ·  About 3 minutes to read  ·  Manager or Director

	This register lists the ways our work can affect the environment, how much each one matters, and what we do to control it. Use it to plan jobs, brief crews and answer audit and tender questions.



	1
	List your activities. Walk through a normal week: yard, office, vehicles, every type of site work, and the suppliers and subcontractors you use. The prefilled rows are a starting point.

	2
	Find the aspect and impact for each. Ask: what do we use, release or leave behind (the aspect)? What could that do to the environment (the impact)? Think about normal work, abnormal work (breakdowns, bad weather) and emergencies.

	3
	Score each aspect using Section 3. Mark it significant if the score is 10 or more, or a specific law controls it, or clients, neighbours or the council are concerned about it.

	4
	Check the controls are real. Every control must actually happen on site. Link each row to the law in Appendix A and name an owner.

	5
	Review and act. Set objectives for significant aspects (Section 6), brief the crews, and review the register every 12 months and after any trigger in Section 7.



	Tip
Keep rows short and specific to your business. Delete any prefilled row that does not apply, and add your own. An auditor would rather see 15 true rows than 40 copied ones.



	2
	Words we use
Section 2 of 7  ·  About 2 minutes to read  ·  Everyone

	These words come from environmental management standards. Here is what they mean in plain English.



	Word
	What it means
	Tree work example

	Activity
	Something we do.
	Stump grinding in a garden.

	Aspect
	The part of that activity that can affect the environment: something we use, release or leave behind.
	Noise from the grinder. Diesel in its tank.

	Impact
	The change to the environment that the aspect can cause, good or bad.
	Neighbours disturbed. Soil polluted if the tank leaks.

	Condition: N
	Normal: everyday work, done as planned.
	Refuelling a saw on a drip tray.

	Condition: A
	Abnormal: not planned, but foreseeable. Start-up, shut-down, breakdowns, bad weather.
	Working on a site where knotweed is found.

	Condition: E
	Emergency: an incident that needs an immediate response.
	A burst hydraulic hose on the chipper.

	Significant
	An aspect that needs extra attention: objectives, training, monitoring and regular checks.
	Nesting birds, waste, fuel spills.

	Control
	Something we do to prevent or reduce the impact.
	Spill kit, drip tray, nest check, waste transfer note.



	What this means for you
It is May and you are booked to reduce a hawthorn hedge. The activity is hedge cutting. The aspect is cutting where birds may be nesting. The impact is a destroyed nest, which is also a criminal offence. The control is a careful check before you start, and stopping if you find an active nest. That is what row E11 of the register tells you.



	3
	How we score significance
Section 3 of 7  ·  About 4 minutes to read  ·  Manager or Director

	We use the same 5 × 5 scoring as our Risk Management Policy (ARB-POL-02), so every risk assessment and register in the business speaks the same language.



Step 1. Score likelihood × severity
Score each aspect as if the controls failed or were not there. This shows what is at stake, so the controls on important aspects keep getting attention. Use the worst realistic outcome, not the worst imaginable one.
	Likelihood ↓
Severity →
	1
Minor
	2
Moderate
	3
Serious
	4
Major
	5
Catastrophic

	5 Almost certain
	5
Medium
	10
High
	15
High
	20
Very high
	25
Very high

	4 Likely
	4
Low
	8
Medium
	12
High
	16
High
	20
Very high

	3 Possible
	3
Low
	6
Medium
	9
Medium
	12
High
	15
High

	2 Unlikely
	2
Low
	4
Low
	6
Medium
	8
Medium
	10
High

	1 Rare
	1
Low
	2
Low
	3
Low
	4
Low
	5
Medium



	Score
	Likelihood
	What it looks like

	1
	Rare
	Could happen only in exceptional circumstances.

	2
	Unlikely
	Could happen but not expected. Has happened in the industry.

	3
	Possible
	Might happen. Has happened to us or firms like us.

	4
	Likely
	Will probably happen at some point if nothing changes.

	5
	Almost certain
	Happens as part of normal work, or often.



	Score
	Severity
	Effect on the environment
	Example

	1
	Minor
	Small, contained, cleaned up at once. No lasting effect.
	A few drops of bar oil on a drip tray.

	2
	Moderate
	Local and short-term. No report needed. A single complaint.
	Chipper noise annoying a neighbour.

	3
	Serious
	Pollution or wildlife harm that needs reporting or clean-up. Repeated complaints.
	Five litres of diesel soaking into a lawn.

	4
	Major
	Serious pollution or damage to protected wildlife or trees. Prosecution possible.
	Diesel reaching a stream. An active nest destroyed.

	5
	Catastrophic
	Major, widespread or lasting damage.
	A bat roost destroyed. A fuel store fire polluting a river.



Step 2. Decide if it is significant
An aspect is significant if any one of these is true. The register shows which reason applies.
	Reason
	Test
	Shown in the register as

	Score
	Likelihood × severity is 10 or more (High or Very high).
	“score”

	Law
	A specific law, permit, consent, licence or exemption controls this aspect, and getting it wrong could lead to enforcement.
	“law”

	People
	Clients, neighbours, the council, regulators or tender and accreditation bodies have raised it, or are likely to.
	“people”



	Worked example: arisings (row E07)
Likelihood 4 (we produce arisings every day and a wrong load could easily go astray). Severity 3 (illegal deposit needs clean-up and could be prosecuted). Score 12, High.
Law: yes (waste duty of care and carrier registration). People: yes (clients and tenders always ask). So, it is significant for all three reasons, and it gets objectives, training and monitoring.



Step 3. Act on it
1. Significant: keep the controls, brief them to crews, set an objective where you can improve (Section 6), and check them in audits.
1. Not significant: keep the controls in place and look at it again at the annual review.
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	4
	The register
Section 4 of 7  ·  About 20 minutes to review  ·  Manager or Director, with Team Leaders



How to read it. Cond. = condition: N normal, A abnormal, E emergency. Score = likelihood (L) × severity (S), each scored 1 to 5 as if the controls failed (Section 3). Significant? shows the reason: score (10 or more), law, or people (stakeholder concern). Law codes such as L5 point to Appendix A. The rows are prefilled examples for a typical 2 to 20 person tree surgery and landscaping business: check every one against yours. COSHH assessments referred to: diesel, petrol, bio chain oil, antifreeze and engine coolant, copper grease, herbicides and disinfectant ([COSHH refs]).
	Completed by
	
	Date
	
	Next review
	



	No.
	Activity
	Aspect
	Impact
	Cond.
	Law and other requirements
	Controls we use
	Score
	Significant
	Owner

	Fuels, oils and chemicals

	E01
	Refuelling saws, hedge cutters, chippers and stump grinders on site
	Petrol, diesel and 2-stroke spills and drips
	Soil and water pollution. Harm to plants and wildlife.
	N
	EPR 2016 (L5); Water Resources Act 1991 (L6). COSHH: diesel, petrol.
	Refuel on a drip tray or spill mat, away from drains and water (at least [10] m).
Use spill-proof fuel cans with auto-stop spouts.
Spill kit on every vehicle.
	9  Medium
3 × 3
	Yes
law
	Team Leader

	E02
	Vehicle, chipper or stump grinder breakdown; hose or tank failure
	Major spill of diesel or hydraulic oil
	Pollution of drains, watercourses and ground. Clean-up cost. Prosecution.
	E
	EPR 2016 (L5); WRA 1991 (L6); Environmental Damage Regs 2015 (L20).
	Daily pre-use checks of hoses and tanks.
Planned servicing.
Spill kit with drain cover and booms.
Spill procedure (Section 5) briefed at induction.
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law
	Manager

	E03
	Storing fuel and oil at the yard
	Leaks from tanks, bowsers, IBCs and drums
	Ground and groundwater pollution. Fire risk.
	A
	Oil Storage (England) Regs 2001 (L7); EPR 2016 (L5).
	Containers over 200 litres in secondary containment of 110%. Drums on drip trays (25% of drum). Bowser taps locked.
Weekly store check. Store locked.
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law
	Manager

	E04
	Chainsaw bar and chain lubrication
	Bar oil lost to the ground (total-loss system)
	Oil on soil, leaf litter and near water.
	N
	COSHH: bio chain oil. No specific legal ban on mineral bar oil.
	Use biodegradable bio chain oil.
Set the oiler correctly. Store and decant over a drip tray.
	5  Medium
5 × 1
	No
	Team Leader

	E05
	Workshop servicing: engine coolant, grease, filters, oily rags
	Hazardous substances and hazardous waste
	Contamination of land and water. Harm to wildlife and pets.
	N
	Hazardous Waste Regs 2005 (L4). COSHH: antifreeze and engine coolant, copper grease.
	Follow the COSHH assessments.
Keep waste oil, filters, rags and used absorbents in labelled, lidded containers for a hazardous waste carrier.
	9  Medium
3 × 3
	Yes
law
	Manager

	E06
	Weed control, stump treatment and invasive species treatment
	Herbicide use (for example glyphosate)
	Water pollution. Harm to non-target plants, bees and aquatic life.
	N
	Plant Protection Products (Sustainable Use) Regs 2012 (L16); COSHH; EPR 2016 (L5).
	Only certificated staff apply pesticides.
Follow the label and COSHH assessment. Keep a spray record.
No spraying near water unless the product is approved for it. Consider non-chemical methods first.
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law, people
	Manager

	Waste and arisings

	E07
	Tree work and grounds maintenance
	Arisings: woodchip, brash, logs, grass and green waste
	Use of landfill. Fly-tipping or illegal deposit if it goes to the wrong place.
	N
	EPA 1990 s34 duty of care (L1); carrier registration (L2); WTNs (L3); exemptions, for example T6 (L5).
	Waste hierarchy: reuse chip as mulch, logs as firewood, habitat piles, then compost, then disposal.
Carry only under our waste carrier registration. Waste transfer note for every transfer, kept 2 years.
Check the receiving site’s permit or exemption.
	12  High
4 × 3
	Yes
score, law, people
	Manager

	E08
	Landscaping: removing fences, paving, edging, turf and soil
	Construction and demolition waste
	Landfill use. Illegal waste. Contaminated soil.
	N
	Upper tier waste carrier registration needed for construction and demolition waste (L2); duty of care (L1).
	Check our registration is upper tier before we carry this waste. Otherwise use a registered skip or carrier.
Separate soil, hardcore, timber and metal for recycling.
	9  Medium
3 × 3
	Yes
law
	Manager

	E09
	Office, welfare cabin and yard
	General, recycling and food waste
	Use of landfill. Loss of recyclable material.
	N
	Simpler Recycling, England (L22); Wales workplace recycling rules; duty of care (L1).
	Separate bins for dry recycling, food (where required) and general waste.
Licensed collector. Keep the waste transfer note or annual “season ticket”.
	5  Medium
5 × 1
	Yes
law
	Office

	E10
	Battery tools, electrical kit, IT and vehicle batteries at end of life
	Waste electricals (WEEE) and batteries
	Hazardous substances released. Resources lost.
	N
	WEEE Regs 2013; Batteries Regs 2009 (L21); Hazardous Waste Regs (L4).
	Return to the supplier take-back scheme or a licensed recycler. Never put batteries in general waste.
Store damaged lithium batteries safely, away from fuel.
	6  Medium
3 × 2
	Yes
law
	Office

	Wildlife, trees and protected sites

	E11
	Felling, pruning, hedge cutting and scrub clearance
	Work in or near active bird nests
	Nests, eggs or young destroyed. Schedule 1 birds disturbed.
	N
	Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 s1 (L9).
	Nesting check before every job, all year. Extra care in the main nesting season ([March to August]).
Active nest found: stop, leave a buffer, re-plan (Section 5).
Record the check in the SSRA.
	12  High
3 × 4
	Yes
score, law, people
	Team Leader

	E12
	Work on mature trees with cavities, splits, loose bark or ivy
	Bat roosts in trees
	Bats killed or disturbed. Roost destroyed (roosts are protected even when empty).
	N
	Conservation of Habitats and Species Regs 2017 (L10); WCA 1981 (L9).
	Ground-level bat roost assessment for trees with potential features.
Suspected roost: stop and get a licensed bat ecologist. Work only under their advice or a Natural England licence.
	10  High
2 × 5
	Yes
score, law, people
	Manager

	E13
	Stump grinding, site clearance and hedge removal
	Disturbance to badger setts, hedgehogs, reptiles, dormice, great crested newts and hedgerows
	Harm to protected animals and habitats.
	N
	Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (L11); Habitats Regs 2017 (L10); Hedgerows Regs 1997 (L14).
	Walk the site first. Check client ecology reports and planning conditions.
Hand search brash piles and long grass before clearance.
Stop and seek advice if a sett or protected species is found.
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law
	Team Leader

	E14
	Work on trees covered by a TPO, in a conservation area, or needing a felling licence
	Unauthorised work on protected trees
	Loss of protected trees and amenity. Prosecution and replacement duty.
	N
	Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and 2012 TPO Regs (L12); Forestry Act 1967 (L13).
	Check TPO and conservation area status with the council before quoting.
Keep consent or notice evidence in the job file. Start only when it is in place.
Check felling licence volume limits on larger jobs.
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law, people
	Manager

	E15
	Work near SSSIs, ancient woodland, local wildlife sites or on development sites
	Work affecting designated sites or biodiversity net gain areas
	Damage to protected habitats.
	N
	WCA 1981 s28 (L9); Environment Act 2021 (L25); client ecology and planning conditions (O3).
	Check MAGIC and the client’s brief before work (Appendix B).
Follow any consent, ecology method statement or planning condition.
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law, people
	Manager

	E16
	Moving vehicles, kit, arisings and timber between sites
	Spread of tree pests and diseases
	Tree loss in woodlands, gardens and streets.
	N
	Plant health law (L15). See Biosecurity Policy ARB-POL-13.
	Arrive clean, leave clean. Clean-to-dirty working.
Follow ARB-POL-13 for notices, demarcated areas and moving material.
	12  High
3 × 4
	Yes
score, law, people
	Team Leader

	E17
	Work on sites with Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam, giant hogweed or Rhododendron ponticum
	Spread of invasive non-native plants on kit, tyres, soil and arisings
	Invasive plants spread to new land. Damage to habitats and property.
	A
	WCA 1981 s14 and Sch 9 (L9); Invasive Alien Species Order 2019 (L24); duty of care (L1).
	Identify and mark stands before work. Keep machines out.
Never chip or remove contaminated material except as controlled waste to a suitable site.
Clean kit and tyres on site.
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law, people
	Manager

	Water, soil, noise and air

	E18
	Plant and vehicles on retained trees’ root protection areas
	Soil compaction and root damage
	Decline or death of retained trees. Soil damage.
	N
	BS 5837:2012 via planning conditions (O1); TPO and conservation area rules (L12).
	Keep off root protection areas. Use ground protection mats where access is unavoidable.
Respect protective fencing. Never store materials, fuel or chip in a root protection area.
	9  Medium
3 × 3
	Yes
people
	Team Leader

	E19
	Tree work next to rivers, streams, ponds and drains
	Chip, sawdust, silt, fuel or branches entering water
	Water pollution. Harm to fish. Flood risk from blocked channels.
	N
	EPR 2016, including flood risk activities near main rivers (L5); WRA 1991 (L6).
	Plan the drop zone away from water. Remove anything that falls in.
Cover nearby drains. No refuelling within [10] m of water.
Check with the Environment Agency before work within 8 m of a main river (16 m if tidal).
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law
	Team Leader

	E20
	Washing down vehicles, chippers and kit at the yard
	Dirty or oily wash water
	Pollution of surface water drains and watercourses.
	N
	Water Industry Act 1991 trade effluent (L8); EPR 2016 (L5).
	Wash down only in [the named wash-down area], draining to [foul sewer / interceptor].
No detergents into surface water drains.
	6  Medium
3 × 2
	Yes
law
	Manager

	E21
	Chipping, stump grinding, blowers and chainsaws
	Noise
	Nuisance to neighbours. Disturbance to wildlife and livestock.
	N
	EPA 1990 s79 statutory nuisance (L1); Control of Pollution Act 1974 s60–61 (L18); outdoor equipment noise marking (L19).
	Agreed working hours: [08:00 to 18:00 weekdays].
Tell neighbours before noisy work. Position the chipper away from houses.
Maintain silencers. Battery kit where suitable.
	8  Medium
4 × 2
	Yes
law, people
	Team Leader

	E22
	Stump grinding, chipping dry material, cutting paving and blowing
	Dust and debris
	Nuisance. Soiling of cars and property. Local air quality.
	N
	EPA 1990 s79 statutory nuisance (L1).
	Direct the chute away from people, cars and houses. Screens or sheeting.
Damp down dry sites. Wet-cut paving.
	6  Medium
3 × 2
	Yes
people
	Team Leader

	E23
	Burning arisings on site (only where the client and law allow it)
	Smoke, including dark smoke
	Air pollution. Nuisance. Wildlife harm. Fire spread.
	A
	Clean Air Act 1993 (L17); D7 exemption (L5); statutory nuisance (L1).
	Default is no burning. Chip or remove instead.
If burning is essential: Manager approval, D7 exemption registered, dry material only, away from trees and houses, never tyres or plastics.
	6  Medium
2 × 3
	Yes
law, people
	Manager

	E24
	Fire or flood at the yard (for example a self-heating woodchip heap or fuel store)
	Smoke, burnt waste and contaminated fire-fighting water
	Air, land and water pollution. Loss of equipment.
	E
	EPR 2016 (L5); WRA 1991 (L6); Environmental Damage Regs 2015 (L20).
	Limit chip heap size and turn or move stock. Keep heaps away from buildings and fuel.
Fire and flood plan in the Business Continuity Plan (ARB-POL-14).
	8  Medium
2 × 4
	Yes
law
	Director

	Vehicles, yard and office

	E25
	Vans, tippers, tractors and machines
	Exhaust emissions, fuel use and engine idling
	Climate change. Local air quality.
	N
	Idling rules (L23); vehicle roadworthiness. Client and tender carbon questions (O4).
	Plan routes and jobs to cut mileage. No idling.
Service to schedule. Track fuel use per vehicle.
Consider electric or HVO options at replacement.
	10  High
5 × 2
	Yes
score, people
	Manager

	E26
	Staff travel to the yard and to sites
	Fuel use and emissions
	Climate change. Congestion.
	N
	None specific.
	Car-share and travel in crew vehicles where practical.
Use route planning to find the shortest route.
	5  Medium
5 × 1
	No
	Everyone

	E27
	Office and yard
	Electricity, heating and water use
	Use of natural resources. Carbon emissions.
	N
	Water fittings kept in repair (L8).
	Switch off lights, computers and chargers when not in use. LED lighting.
Fix leaks, including pressure washer fittings.
	5  Medium
5 × 1
	No
	Office

	E28
	Office
	Paper, printing, consumables and packaging
	Use of natural resources. Waste.
	N
	None specific.
	Digital forms and job packs where possible. Double-sided printing by default.
Buy recycled paper and low-packaging products.
	5  Medium
5 × 1
	No
	Office

	Suppliers and subcontractors (what we can influence)

	E29
	Using subcontractors, skip firms, waste carriers, plant hire and suppliers
	Their fuel, waste, kit and working methods
	Any of the impacts above, caused by others working for us.
	N
	Duty of care applies all the way to final disposal (L1). Client requirements (O3).
	Check waste carrier registrations and site permits before use.
Brief subcontractors on this register and site rules (ARB-POL-19).
Buy biodegradable oils and low-noise or battery kit where practical.
	9  Medium
3 × 3
	Yes
law
	Manager
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	5
	Emergencies: spills and wildlife finds
Section 5 of 7  ·  About 3 minutes to read  ·  Everyone

	The register includes emergency (E) and abnormal (A) situations. Here is what to do in the two you are most likely to meet.



Fuel, oil or chemical spill
	1
	Stop the source if it is safe: switch off the machine, stand the can upright, close the valve.

	2
	Contain it: put the drain cover down first, then booms or absorbent around the spill. Keep it out of drains and water.

	3
	Clean up with the spill kit. Bag used absorbent and contaminated soil, label it, and bring it back as hazardous waste.

	4
	Report it to your Team Leader straight away. If it has reached, or could reach, a drain, ditch or watercourse, the Manager calls the Environment Agency incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60 (24 hours; number correct at 26/09/2026). In Wales or Scotland, use Natural Resources Wales or SEPA.

	5
	Record it in the incident log and restock the spill kit the same day. The Manager reviews what happened and updates this register if needed.



	What this means for you
A hydraulic hose splits on the chipper on a client’s block-paved drive, next to a roadside gully. The operator hits the stop, the Team Leader drops the drain cover over the gully, and the crew rings the spill with absorbent socks. The used pads go in the hazardous waste bag. Ten minutes of fast work means the oil stays on the drive and out of the local brook.



Nesting birds, bats or other protected wildlife
	1
	Stop work on that tree, hedge or area. Move people and machines back.

	2
	Tell your Team Leader. Do not touch the nest, roost or animal.

	3
	Record it with photos from a safe distance, the location and what you saw.

	4
	Re-plan. The Manager decides with the client: leave a buffer, delay the work until the nest is no longer in use, or get a licensed ecologist. Bats and badgers may need a Natural England licence.



	What this means for you
You are dismantling a large beech and see dark staining and scratch marks around a woodpecker hole. It could be a bat roost. Stop, come down and tell the Team Leader. The job waits for a bat ecologist. Carrying on could be a criminal offence, even if no bats are seen that day.



	6
	Objectives and action plan
Section 6 of 7  ·  About 5 minutes to complete  ·  Director and Manager, yearly

	Set objectives for your significant aspects. Keep them measurable, give each one an owner and a date, and update the status at each review. The rows below are examples: keep, change or delete them.



	Plan owner
	
	Last updated
	

	Approved by
	
	Next review
	



	No.
	Objective and target
	Rows
	Action
	Who
	By when
	Status

	1
	Every vehicle and machine carries a stocked spill kit. Target: 100% at monthly checks.
	E01–E03
	Buy kits and drain covers. Add to vehicle check sheet.
	[Manager]
	[date]
	

	2
	Nesting bird check recorded on every tree and hedge job. Target: 100% of SSRAs.
	E11
	Add a nest check line to the SSRA. Toolbox talk each [February].
	[Team Leader]
	[date]
	

	3
	Waste transfer notes filed for every load. Target: 100%, checked quarterly.
	E07–E09
	Waste file per vehicle. Office checks each quarter.
	[Office]
	[date]
	

	4
	Reduce arisings sent for disposal. Target: [80]% reused as chip, logs or habitat.
	E07
	Agree outlets for chip and logs. Record where each load goes.
	[Manager]
	[date]
	

	5
	Cut fuel use. Target: [5]% less fuel per job hour than last year.
	E25
	Monthly fuel log per vehicle. Route planning. No idling.
	[Manager]
	[date]
	

	6
	Replace petrol hand tools with battery kit where suitable. Target: [3] tools this year.
	E21, E25
	Trial battery hedge trimmer and top-handle saw on urban jobs.
	[Director]
	[date]
	

	7
	Recycling and paper: clear bin signs, double-sided printing, digital job packs.
	E09, E28
	Signage in office and yard. Printer defaults set.
	[Office]
	[date]
	

	8
	Office energy: LED lighting and switch-off checks.
	E27
	Compare bills year on year.
	[Office]
	[date]
	



	7
	Monitoring and review
Section 7 of 7  ·  About 5 minutes to complete  ·  Director, at least yearly

	7.1	Review this register at least every 12 months, as part of the management review, and record it in the log below.



7.2	Check that the controls are really happening: site inspections, vehicle checks, the waste file, spill kit checks and toolbox talk records.
Review this register sooner if…
1. the law changes, for example the waste carrier permitting reform (expected July 2027) or Simpler Recycling for micro-firms (31/03/2027);
1. we start a new activity (for example planting, woodland management, burning, pesticide use or selling firewood);
1. we buy new plant or move yard;
1. there is a spill, pollution incident, wildlife incident, complaint or regulator contact;
1. a client, audit or accreditation body finds a gap; or
1. an objective is met or missed.
	Review log
	Date
	Why reviewed
	What changed
	Reviewed by
	Next review

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





Who is responsible for what
	Who
	What they must do

	Directors
	Own this register. Approve scores and objectives. Provide spill kits, bins, ground protection and training. Review it at least every 12 months.

	Managers
	Keep the register and legal register up to date. Check waste carrier registrations, permits and exemptions. Check TPO, conservation area, felling licence and ecology needs when planning jobs. Report pollution incidents to the regulator.

	Team Leaders
	Brief the controls to the crew. Do the nest, bat and site checks. Make sure spill kits, drip trays and ground protection are used. Report incidents and complaints the same day.

	Office
	File waste transfer notes and consignment notes. Keep the recycling, energy and paper controls running. Chase missing paperwork.

	Everyone
	Follow the controls. Stop and tell your Team Leader about spills, wildlife, invasive plants or anything that looks wrong.

	Subcontractors
	Follow this register and our site rules. Hold their own waste carrier registration where they carry waste.



Evidence auditors may ask for
Constructionline Gold, CHAS, SafeContractor and Arboricultural Association assessors, and client auditors, may ask to see:
	Evidence to keep
	Where / how often
	✓

	This register, signed and reviewed in the last 12 months
	Environmental file – yearly
	☐

	Environmental Policy ([Environmental Policy ref]), signed and dated
	Policy file – yearly
	☐

	Legal register (Appendix A) with the status column completed
	Environmental file – yearly
	☐

	Waste carrier registration certificate (correct tier) and those of any carriers or skip firms you use
	Waste file – check at renewal
	☐

	Waste transfer notes (2 years) and hazardous waste consignment notes
	Waste file – each transfer
	☐

	Spill kit checks, spill training and incident records
	Vehicle file and training records
	☐

	SSRAs showing nesting bird, bat, TPO and root protection checks
	Job files – each job
	☐

	COSHH assessments for fuels, oils, coolant, grease and herbicides; pesticide certificates
	COSHH file – yearly
	☐

	Objectives and action plan with progress (Section 6)
	Environmental file – each review
	☐



		A
	Appendix A: Legal and other requirements
Reference  ·  Manager, checked at least yearly



This is a pointer list, not a full statement of the law. Check the source before relying on it. Complete the Status column for your business using the key below (kept from your original).
	Status
	Meaning

	A
	Applies to us, and we comply.

	B
	Applies to us, but we do not fully comply yet. Add an action to Section 6.

	C
	Could apply in future (for example if we start a new activity). No current need.

	D
	Does not strictly apply, but we follow it as good practice.






	Ref
	Law
	What it requires of us
	Register rows
	Status (A–D)

	L1
	Environmental Protection Act 1990
	s33: no unauthorised or harmful deposit of waste (fly-tipping). s34: waste duty of care: keep waste secure, pass it only to an authorised person, with a written description. s79–82: statutory nuisance (noise, dust, smoke). Source: legislation.gov.uk; GOV.UK waste duty of care code of practice.
	E07–E10, E21–E23, E29
	

	L2
	Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989 and Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011, Part 8
	Waste carrier, broker and dealer registration. Lower tier (free) if you only carry waste you produce yourself that is not construction or demolition waste, such as green waste you have removed. Upper tier for construction or demolition waste, or other people’s waste; renew every 3 years. Reform coming: see the owner guidance. (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK “Register as a waste carrier, broker or dealer”; Natural Resources Wales.
	E07, E08, E29
	

	L3
	Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011
	Apply the waste hierarchy. Waste transfer notes must describe the waste (with its List of Waste code) and include the hierarchy declaration. Keep waste transfer notes for 2 years. (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK “Dispose of business or commercial waste”.
	E07–E10
	

	L4
	Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2005
	Classify hazardous waste (oils, oily rags, filters, used absorbents, some batteries, pesticide containers). Use consignment notes and keep records for 3 years (confirm on GOV.UK). No premises registration in England. In Wales, check whether you must register with Natural Resources Wales.
	E05, E10
	

	L5
	Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016
	Permits and registered exemptions for waste operations (for example T6 chipping and D7 burning plant waste where it is produced). Offences for polluting water and groundwater. Flood risk activity permits for work in, over or near a main river. The groundwater, landfill and waste management licensing rules listed in the original now sit here.
	E01–E03, E06, E07, E19, E20, E23, E24
	

	L6
	Water Resources Act 1991
	Environment Agency powers to prevent and clean up water pollution (anti-pollution works notices) and recover costs.
	E01, E02, E19, E24
	

	L7
	Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001
	Businesses storing oil in containers of 201 litres or more: secondary containment of 110%; drip trays for drums of at least 25% of drum volume; locks on bowser taps and valves. Wales has its own 2016 regulations. (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK “Storing oil at a home or business”.
	E03
	

	L8
	Water Industry Act 1991 and Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999
	Trade effluent (for example wash-down water) needs the water company’s consent before it goes to the foul sewer. Water fittings must be kept in repair to prevent waste and contamination.
	E20, E27
	

	L9
	Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
	s1: offence to take, damage or destroy a wild bird’s nest while in use or being built; extra protection from disturbance for Schedule 1 birds (for example barn owl). s9: protected animals. s14 and Schedule 9: offence to plant or cause to grow in the wild listed invasive plants, including Japanese knotweed. s28: SSSI consent. Unlimited fine and up to 6 months in prison per offence (GOV.UK). (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK wild birds guidance; GOV.UK Japanese knotweed guidance.
	E11–E13, E15, E17
	

	L10
	Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017
	Protects bats and other European protected species. Offences include killing or disturbing bats, and damaging or destroying a breeding or resting place (even when bats are not present). Work affecting a roost needs a Natural England licence. Replaces the 1994 regulations in the original. (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK bats guidance.
	E12, E13
	

	L11
	Protection of Badgers Act 1992
	Offence to damage, destroy or obstruct a badger sett, or disturb a badger in it. Work near a sett may need a Natural England licence.
	E13
	

	L12
	Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (ss198–214) and Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012
	Council consent for work on TPO trees. Six weeks’ notice (section 211) for work on trees in a conservation area (trees 75 mm or more in diameter at 1.5 m). Dead trees: 5 working days’ notice. Immediate danger: notify as soon as practicable. Replacement duty. (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK TPO guidance.
	E14, E18
	

	L13
	Forestry Act 1967
	Felling licence from the Forestry Commission, unless exempt. Without a licence: up to 5 cubic metres per calendar quarter, of which no more than 2 may be sold. Exemptions include gardens, churchyards, public open spaces and dead or dangerous trees (keep evidence). (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK “When a felling licence is needed” (updated 20/07/2026).
	E14
	

	L14
	Hedgerows Regulations 1997
	Notice to the council before removing most countryside hedgerows.
	E13
	

	L15
	Plant Health Act 1967 and assimilated plant health law
	Tree pests and diseases, Statutory Plant Health Notices, demarcated areas. Full detail in the Biosecurity Policy (ARB-POL-13).
	E16
	

	L16
	Plant Protection Products (Sustainable Use) Regulations 2012 and COSHH 2002
	Professional pesticide users need a certificate of competence; follow the label and keep records. Glyphosate’s GB approval runs to 15/12/2026 while HSE assesses renewal. (checked 26/09/2026) Source: HSE glyphosate renewal page.
	E06
	

	L17
	Clean Air Act 1993
	Offence to emit dark smoke from trade premises or by burning trade waste. Smoke control area rules.
	E23
	

	L18
	Control of Pollution Act 1974 (ss60–61)
	Councils can serve notices controlling noise from construction-type works, including hours. Prior consent can be applied for.
	E21
	

	L19
	Noise Emission in the Environment by Equipment for use Outdoors Regulations 2001
	Listed outdoor equipment, including many garden and forestry machines, must carry a noise mark (guaranteed sound power level). Buy marked kit (UKCA or CE, as the rules allow).
	E21
	

	L20
	Environmental Damage (Prevention and Remediation) (England) Regulations 2015
	Duty to prevent, report and put right serious environmental damage to protected species, habitats, water or land.
	E02, E24
	

	L21
	WEEE Regulations 2013 and Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2009
	Separate and recycle waste electricals and batteries through authorised routes.
	E10
	

	L22
	Simpler Recycling (England), under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 as amended by the Environment Act 2021
	Workplaces must separate dry recyclables, food waste and residual waste: from 31/03/2025, or 31/03/2027 for micro-firms with fewer than 10 full-time equivalent employees. Wales: Workplace Recycling Regulations in force since 06/04/2024. (checked 26/09/2026) Source: GOV.UK “Simpler recycling: workplace recycling in England”; GOV.WALES.
	E09
	

	L23
	Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) (England) Regulations 2002
	Councils can issue fixed penalties for unnecessary idling of a stationary vehicle. Check any Clean Air Zone rules where you work.
	E25
	

	L24
	Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement and Permitting) Order 2019
	Restrictions on keeping, spreading and releasing listed invasive species, including some invasive plants.
	E17
	

	L25
	Environment Act 2021
	Biodiversity net gain on most new planning permissions in England. Clearance on development sites may be restricted by the client’s biodiversity plan or planning conditions.
	E15
	



Other requirements we follow
	Ref
	Requirement
	What it requires of us
	Register rows
	Status (A–D)

	O1
	BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction
	Root protection areas and tree protection on development sites. Often made binding by planning conditions. A revised edition is expected in late 2026: check before relying on the 2012 text. (checked 26/09/2026)
	E18
	

	O2
	BS 3998:2010 Tree work, and Arboricultural Association guidance (including Guidance Note 2 on biosecurity)
	Good practice for tree work, timing and biosecurity.
	E11, E16
	

	O3
	Client, contract and planning requirements
	Ecology reports, method statements, planning conditions, site rules and framework contract terms.
	E15, E29
	

	O4
	Accreditation and tender requirements
	Constructionline, CHAS, SafeContractor, Arboricultural Association and client questions on environmental management, waste and carbon.
	E25, all
	

	O5
	ISO 14001 (only if you are certified or working towards it)
	Clause 6.1.2 environmental aspects. See the owner guidance.
	All
	



Main sources (checked 26/09/2026): legislation.gov.uk; GOV.UK guidance on waste carriers, waste transfer notes, oil storage, Simpler Recycling, wild birds, bats, Japanese knotweed, TPOs and felling licences; Environment Agency (incident hotline, digital waste tracking blog 30/04/2026); Natural Resources Wales; GOV.WALES workplace recycling; HSE (glyphosate); Natural England.

		B
	Appendix B: Protected sites and where to check
Reference  ·  Manager, when planning a job



Your original listed these designations and English Nature. English Nature and the Nature Conservancy Council no longer exist: in England the body is Natural England.
	Designation
	What it means for a job
	Where to check

	SSSI – Site of Special Scientific Interest
	Owner or occupier needs Natural England consent for listed operations. Ask the client for the consent.
	MAGIC map; Natural England

	SAC / SPA – Special Area of Conservation / Special Protection Area
	Highest protection. Work may need an assessment by the landowner or council.
	MAGIC map

	Ancient woodland and veteran trees
	Irreplaceable habitat. Often protected by planning policy and conditions.
	MAGIC map (Ancient Woodland Inventory); council

	Local Wildlife Site (also called Biological Heritage Site or Important Wildlife Site)
	Local designation. The council or client may set conditions.
	Council; local wildlife trust

	TPO – Tree Preservation Order
	Council consent before work (Appendix A, L12).
	Council planning or tree officer

	Conservation area
	Six weeks’ notice before work on trees (L12).
	Council website or planning map

	National Landscape (legally an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and National Park
	Planning and consent rules may be stricter.
	MAGIC map; park authority

	Main river and flood zone
	Flood risk activity permit may be needed near a main river (L5).
	Environment Agency main river map







		Approval
We have identified the environmental aspects of our work, decided which are significant, and put controls in place. We will keep this register up to date and act on what it tells us.




	Approved on behalf of [COMPANY NAME]. This register is reviewed at least every 12 months.
	
	Director / Managing Director

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	









Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	[Environmental Policy ref]
	Environmental Policy

	ARB-POL-13
	Biosecurity Policy

	ARB-POL-02
	Risk Management Policy (same 5 × 5 scoring)

	ARB-POL-14 / 19
	Business Continuity Policy and Plan (fire and flood); Subcontractor Selection and Monitoring Policy

	ARB-HR-009
	Technical (Site Safety) Induction Checklist

	[COSHH refs]
	COSHH assessments: diesel, bio chain oil, antifreeze and engine coolant, copper grease, herbicides, disinfectant

	[ref]
	Waste management procedure; spill procedure; SSRA template; incident log



Document control
	Document
	Environmental Aspects and Impacts Register (ARB-ENV-01)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if any trigger in Section 7 applies



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	28/07/2026
	[author]
	First edition

	2.0
	26/09/2026
	Arborella Consultancy Ltd
	Rebuilt as an audit-ready register: 5 × 5 significance method (as ARB-POL-02) with law and stakeholder tests; 29 arb aspects; legal register corrected and sourced; emergency steps, objectives, review log, roles, evidence and Appendix B added.
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