[Insert Company Logo Here]	Woodchipper Inspection  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
WOODCHIPPER INSPECTION
A monthly sheet for one woodchipper: a weekly inspection, plus a check after any repair, service, or knife or anvil change.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Proving the chipper is safe to use and has been inspected (PUWER 1998).
	Who fills it in
	A trained, competent chipper operator or Team Leader.

	How often
	Weekly, after any repair, service, or knife or anvil change, and before first use.
	Time needed
	About 15 minutes. Most checks engine off, key out.

	If it fails
	Stop, tag it out, tell your Team Leader, record it below.
	Where it goes
	Equipment file for this chipper. Keep for [at least 2 years].

	Reference
	ARB-EQ-002  ·  Version 2.0
	Issued / review
	[DD/MM/YYYY]  /  [DD/MM/YYYY]



	Make and model
	
	Asset / serial no.
	

	Registration / ID
	
	Month and year
	

	Trailer MAM (if towed)
	
	Assigned to
	



Type of chipper – tick all that apply
	☐  Towed (road trailer)
	☐  Tracked
	☐  Tracked and towable
	☐  Pedestrian / site only



How to mark each box:   ✓ = pass     ✗ = fail (do not use)     N/A = not fitted / not relevant
	Check
	What good looks like
	Wk 1
	Wk 2
	Wk 3
	Wk 4
	Wk 5
	Repair

	Date

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hours run

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Safety controls – never use the chipper if any of these fail

	Infeed control bar – stop
	Engine at idle, rollers turning, chute empty: push the bar and the rollers stop at once.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Control bar – forward and reverse
	Each position does what the handbook says. Rollers do not restart on their own after a stop.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Emergency stop(s)
	Every button stops the machine. It will not restart until the stop is reset.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Auto-feed / no-stress (where fitted)
	Rollers stop or reverse when revs drop and restart only at working revs.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Infeed chute and tray
	Not cut down, bent or modified. Folding tray locks down. Nothing fixed on to reach further in.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discharge chute
	Locked in position; clamp tight; deflector secure; aimed away from road, paths and people.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rotor / drum cover
	Closed and fully secured. Interlock (where fitted) stops it opening while the rotor turns.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Belt, pulley and fan guards
	All present, undamaged and fastened.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cutting and feed parts (engine off, key out, rotor stopped and locked)

	Knives / blades
	Sharp, no chips or cracks. All bolts present and torqued to the handbook.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Anvil (counter blade)
	Edge square, not rounded. Gap to knives [x mm] (handbook). Bolts tight.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Feed rollers
	Teeth not broken or worn smooth. Turn freely; no wire, rope or wrapped material.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rotor / drum / disc and bearings
	No cracks. Turns freely by hand. No play or grinding noise.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rotor lock (where fitted)
	Present and engages fully for knife checks.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Engine, hydraulics and drive

	Fluid levels
	Engine oil, coolant and hydraulic oil between the marks.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fuel system
	No leaks, damage or contamination. Cap seals.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Air filter and radiator
	Filter serviceable. Radiator and screens clear of chips and dust.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Exhaust
	Secure and intact. Heat shield fitted.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hydraulic hoses and fittings
	No leaks, chafing, bulges or cracked outer cover.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Drive belts and clutch
	Correct tension, not cracked or glazed. Clutch engages smoothly.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grease points
	Greased as the handbook says.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electrics

	Wiring, battery and terminals
	Secure, no damage, no corrosion.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gauges, warning lights and hour meter
	Work correctly (where fitted).
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chassis, wheels, tracks and towing

	Chassis / frame
	No cracks, distortion or broken welds.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wheels and tyres (towed)
	Correct pressure and tread, no cuts or bulges, wheel nuts tight.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tracks and undercarriage (tracked)
	Correct tension, no damage. Hold-to-run track controls stop when released.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Towing (towed)
	Complete the Trailer Inspection (ARB-EQ-008): hitch, breakaway cable, lights, jockey wheel.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General

	Overall condition
	Clean enough to inspect. No loose panels or missing fixings.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Decals and signs
	Safety, noise and "keep hands clear" decals present and readable.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Run test
	No unusual noise, vibration or loss of power.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checked by (initials)
	
	
	
	
	
	



If anything fails (✗)
	1
	STOP – do not use it
	2
	TAG IT OUT – label it "Do not use" and take it off the job
	3
	TELL your Team Leader straight away
	4
	RECORD it in the defect log below



Every day before you start
The weekly inspection does not replace your daily checks. Before first use each day, check:
	☐  Control bar stops the rollers
	☐  Emergency stop(s) work

	☐  Discharge chute locked and aimed safely
	☐  All guards and covers closed

	☐  No fuel, oil or hydraulic leaks
	☐  Knives and rollers look undamaged

	☐  Towed: hitch, breakaway cable and lights
	☐  Work area coned or signed; chips go away from people

	☐  PPE: helmet, visor, hearing protection, close-fitting gloves and clothing
	☐  End of the job: clean off soil and plant debris before you leave site



	Blockages, knives and maintenance
Never reach into the infeed chute unless the rollers have stopped. Never push material in with your hands or feet: use a stick or the next branch.
Before clearing a blockage or touching the knives: stop the engine, take the key out, wait for the rotor to stop completely, and fit the rotor lock (where fitted).



Defect log
	Date
	Defect found
	Tagged out?
	Action taken / by whom
	Back in service (sign + date)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Monthly review. I have checked this sheet, and any defects above have been dealt with.
	
	Team Leader / Manager

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date reviewed
	



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
Why this form matters. The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER) require work equipment to be suitable (reg 4), maintained in a safe condition (reg 5), and inspected at suitable intervals where it can deteriorate and cause danger (reg 6). Inspection results must be recorded and kept until at least the next inspection. Keeping them for 2 years or more gives auditors a clear history. (Checked 23/09/2026, legislation.gov.uk.)
Tailor it. Add your asset number, and fill in the anvil gap from the manufacturer’s handbook. Delete rows that do not apply, for example tracks on a towed-only machine. Add any extra safety devices your model has. Follow the handbook for service intervals and knife sharpening or replacement.
Guidance to follow. HSE information sheet AIS38 (rev1) "Power-fed mobile wood chippers: operator protection at infeed chutes" (sets out the infeed chute and control bar protection, and refers to BS EN 13525). FISA Safety Guide 604 "Woodchippers" (formerly AFAG 604; the Arboricultural Association has not yet replaced it with its own guide). The manufacturer’s handbook. (Checked 23/09/2026, hse.gov.uk, ukfisa.com, trees.org.uk.) Only trained, competent operators should use or inspect chippers, for example holders of the City & Guilds NPTC Award in the safe use of a manually fed wood-chipper.
Towing. For a towed chipper, complete the Trailer Inspection (ARB-EQ-008) as well, and check the driver is authorised to tow (ARB-HR-013). If a van or pick-up plus the chipper could exceed 3,500 kg combined, operator licence or tachograph rules may apply. Check with DVSA or the Office of the Traffic Commissioner before you rely on an exemption.
Link it. Chippers are loud. Use the noise values from the handbook in your noise assessment (ARB-HR-012), and any vibration values in your HAVS assessment (ARB-HR-011). Log the asset in your Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012). Cleaning down between sites supports your Biosecurity Policy ([ref]).
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It does not replace the manufacturer’s instructions or a competent person’s judgement.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-EQ-012
	Register of Equipment (noise and vibration)

	ARB-EQ-000
	Equipment Defect Report and Log

	ARB-EQ-013
	Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-EQ-008
	Trailer Inspection

	ARB-HR-009
	Technical (Site Safety) Induction Checklist

	ARB-HR-012
	Hearing (Noise) Health Surveillance Questionnaire

	ARB-HR-013
	Driver Authorisation Form

	[ref]
	Woodchipper GRA and method statement

	[ref]
	Biosecurity Policy



Document control
	Document
	Woodchipper Inspection (ARB-EQ-002)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[Date]
	[Initials]
	First edition created
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