[Insert Company Logo Here]	Brushcutter and Strimmer Inspection  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
BRUSHCUTTER AND STRIMMER INSPECTION
A monthly sheet for one brushcutter or strimmer: a weekly inspection, plus a check after any repair, service or attachment change.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Proving the machine is safe to use and has been inspected (PUWER 1998).
	Who fills it in
	A trained, competent user or Team Leader.

	How often
	Weekly, after any repair or attachment change, and before first use.
	Time needed
	About 10 minutes, engine off and cool, battery out.

	If it fails
	Stop, tag it out, tell your Team Leader, record it below.
	Where it goes
	Equipment file for this machine. Keep for [at least 2 years].

	Reference
	ARB-EQ-004  ·  Version 2.0
	Issued / review
	[DD/MM/YYYY]  /  [DD/MM/YYYY]



	Make and model
	
	Asset / serial no.
	

	Attachments held
	
	Month and year
	

	Hours at start of month
	
	Assigned to
	



Type of machine – tick all that apply
	☐  Brushcutter
	☐  Strimmer
	☐  Clearing saw
	☐  Split-shaft
	☐  Multi-tool

	☐  Petrol
	☐  Battery
	☐  Mains
	☐  Loop handle
	☐  Bike handle



How to mark each box:   ✓ = pass     ✗ = fail (do not use)     N/A = not fitted / not relevant
	Check
	What good looks like
	Wk 1
	Wk 2
	Wk 3
	Wk 4
	Wk 5
	Repair

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attachment fitted (line / blade / saw)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Safety features – never use the machine if any of these fail

	Stop switch
	Clearly marked. Stops the engine or motor every time.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Throttle trigger and lockout
	Trigger will not move unless the lockout is pressed. Springs back to idle
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attachment stops at idle
	Line head or blade stops turning at idle or when the trigger is released.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Correct guard for the attachment
	The guard the handbook lists: line guard for a line head, blade guard for grass or brush blades, saw-blade guard for a clearing saw.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Guard condition
	Not cracked, split or worn through. All fixings tight.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harness quick-release
	Opens fast with one hand and the machine drops clear. Test it weekly.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barrier bar (loop handle)
	Fitted and secure where the handbook requires it with a blade.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No chain or flail attachments
	No attachment made of linked metal parts (for example chain flails) is fitted or kept with the machine.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cutting attachment

	Metal blade (if fitted)
	Approved for this machine. Not bent. No cracks at tooth roots or centre hole. No missing teeth. Sharpened evenly.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blade fixings
	Correct thrust plate, washer and nut, the right way round. Nut tight. Blade runs true.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Line head (if fitted)
	Not cracked or worn through. Eyelets not worn. Correct line size. Line-cutting knife on the guard.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shaft, gear head, handles and harness

	Shaft and drive tube
	Straight, no cracks or dents. Split-shaft coupling locks with no play.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gear head
	Secure. Greased as the handbook says. No leaks, grinding or overheating.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Anti-vibration mounts
	All present, not split, perished or loose. Handles do not feel "floppy".
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Handles and controls
	Secure and set as the handbook says. Grips not torn or loose.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harness
	Right type for the attachment (for example double-shoulder for blades). Stitching intact, buckles lock, hip pad fitted.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hook and suspension point
	Hook closes. Suspension eye secure. Machine hangs balanced.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fuel, oil and power

	Fuel tank, cap and lines (petrol)
	No leaks or cracks. Cap seals. No fuel smell after refuelling.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Air filter, starter, exhaust (petrol)
	Filter clean. Cord not frayed, recoil returns. Exhaust secure, not cracked.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Battery and charger (battery)
	Not cracked or swollen. Terminals clean. Locks in firmly. Charger undamaged.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cable and plug (electric)
	No cuts, taped repairs or exposed wires. Plug not cracked.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General

	Overall condition and labels
	Clean enough to inspect. No cracks, screws secure. Safety and rotation labels legible. Asset number visible.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Test run
	Starts and runs smoothly. No unusual vibration or noise.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checked by (initials)
	
	
	
	
	
	



If anything fails (✗)
	1
	STOP – do not use it
	2
	TAG IT OUT – label it "Do not use" and take it off the job
	3
	TELL your Team Leader straight away
	4
	RECORD it in the defect log below



Every day before you start
The weekly inspection does not replace your quick daily checks. Before first use each day, check:
	☐  Stop switch works
	☐  Throttle lockout works

	☐  Attachment stops at idle
	☐  Right guard for the attachment, secure

	☐  Blade or line head undamaged
	☐  Harness quick-release opens

	☐  No fuel or oil leaks
	☐  Area walked for stones, wire and glass

	☐  Others at least [15 m – check handbook] away
	☐  PPE: visor, ear defenders, gloves, boots



	Changing the attachment
Change the guard when you change the attachment. A line guard does not protect you from a metal blade.
Only fit attachments the manufacturer approves for this machine. Never fit chain flails or other linked metal attachments: they can break up and throw metal parts.



Defect log
	Date
	Defect found
	Tagged out?
	Action taken / by whom
	Back in service (sign + date)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Monthly review. I have checked this sheet, and any defects above have been dealt with.
	
	Team Leader / Manager

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date reviewed
	



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
Why this form matters. The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER) require work equipment to be suitable (reg 4), maintained in a safe condition (reg 5), and inspected at suitable intervals where it can deteriorate and cause danger (reg 6). The results must be recorded and kept until at least the next inspection. Many businesses keep them for 2 years or more, which gives auditors a clear history. (Checked 23/09/2026, legislation.gov.uk.)
Chain flails. HSE safety bulletin OPSTD 1-2013 warns that brushcutter attachments made of several linked metal parts, such as chain flails, can fail and throw metal parts, causing death or serious injury. HSE says to take machines fitted with them out of service, remove the attachment and fit the manufacturer’s approved accessory. (Checked 23/09/2026, hse.gov.uk.)
Tailor it. Add your own asset numbers. Delete rows that do not apply, for example the petrol rows for battery machines. Use the manufacturer’s handbook to confirm which guard, harness and handle go with each attachment, the safe distance for other people, service intervals and gear head greasing.
Guidance to follow. The manufacturer’s instructions and HSE tree work guidance on machinery. Only people trained and competent on brushcutters (and on clearing saws, if you use blades) should inspect and use them.
Link it. Brushcutters and strimmers can give high vibration and noise. Put the handbook vibration and noise values into your HAVS risk assessment and health surveillance (ARB-HR-011) and your noise assessment (ARB-HR-012). Log the asset in your Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012).
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It does not replace the manufacturer’s instructions or a competent person’s judgement.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-EQ-012
	Register of Equipment (noise and vibration)

	ARB-EQ-000
	Equipment Defect Report and Log

	ARB-EQ-013
	Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-HR-009
	Technical (Site Safety) Induction Checklist

	ARB-HR-011
	HAVS Health Surveillance Questionnaire

	ARB-HR-012
	Hearing (Noise) Health Surveillance Questionnaire

	[ref]
	Brushcutter and strimmer GRA and method statement



Document control
	Document
	Brushcutter and Strimmer Inspection (ARB-EQ-004)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[Date]
	[Initials]
	First edition created
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