[Insert Company Logo Here]	Hedge Trimmer Inspection  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
HEDGE TRIMMER INSPECTION
A monthly sheet for one hedge trimmer or long-reach (pole) trimmer: a weekly inspection, plus a check after any repair, service or blade change.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Proving the trimmer is safe to use and has been inspected (PUWER 1998).
	Who fills it in
	A trained, competent user or Team Leader.

	How often
	Weekly, after any repair or blade change, and before first use.
	Time needed
	About 10 minutes, engine off and cool, battery out.

	If it fails
	Stop, tag it out, tell your Team Leader, record it below.
	Where it goes
	Equipment file for this trimmer. Keep for [at least 2 years].

	Reference
	ARB-EQ-005  ·  Version 2.0
	Issued / review
	[DD/MM/YYYY]  /  [DD/MM/YYYY]



	Make and model
	
	Asset / serial no.
	

	Blade length
	
	Month and year
	

	Hours at start of month
	
	Assigned to
	



Type of trimmer – tick all that apply
	☐  Single-sided
	☐  Double-sided
	☐  Long-reach / pole
	☐  Articulating head

	☐  Petrol
	☐  Battery
	☐  Backpack battery
	☐  Mains



How to mark each box:   ✓ = pass     ✗ = fail (do not use)     N/A = not fitted / not relevant
	Check
	What good looks like
	Wk 1
	Wk 2
	Wk 3
	Wk 4
	Wk 5
	Repair

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hours run (if known)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Safety features – never use the trimmer if any of these fail

	Stop switch
	Clearly marked. Stops the engine or motor every time.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Throttle trigger and lockout
	Trigger will not move unless the lockout is pressed. Springs back to idle.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Two-handed controls
	Where the handbook says so, blades only run with both hands on the handles. Letting go of either stops them.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blades stop
	Blades do not move at idle. They stop quickly when you let go of the trigger.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hand guard
	Fitted between the front handle and the blades. Not cracked or loose.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blade tip guard
	End protector on the blade tip fitted and secure (where the handbook shows one).
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Anti-vibration mounts
	All present, not split, perished or loose. Handles do not feel "floppy".
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blades and gearbox

	Blades
	Straight, not twisted. No cracked, chipped or missing teeth. Sharpened evenly. Cleaned of sap and resin.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blade bolts and fasteners
	All present and tight. Blade play set as the handbook says: no rattle, no binding.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gearbox
	Housing secure, not cracked. Greased as the handbook says. No grinding, leaks or overheating.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blade scabbard
	Transport guard present, fits the blade and is not split.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Handles, and long-reach or pole trimmer (if fitted)

	Handles and grips
	Secure. Grips not torn or loose. Rotating rear handle (if fitted) locks in each position.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shaft and drive tube
	Straight, no cracks or dents. Extension or split-shaft coupling locks with no play.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cutter head angle lock
	Head locks firmly at each angle. No slop at the pivot. Guard on the pivot fitted.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harness or shoulder strap
	Stitching intact, buckles lock, quick-release opens with one hand. Hook closes.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fuel, oil and power

	Fuel tank, cap and lines (petrol)
	No leaks or cracks. Cap seals. No fuel smell after refuelling.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Air filter, starter, exhaust (petrol)
	Filter clean. Cord not frayed, recoil returns. Exhaust secure, not cracked.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Battery, cable and charger (battery)
	Not cracked or swollen. Terminals clean. Locks in firmly. Backpack cable not cut. Charger undamaged.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cable, plug and RCD (electric)
	No cuts, taped repairs or exposed wires. Plug not cracked. Used through an RCD that trips when tested.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General

	Overall condition and labels
	Clean enough to inspect. No cracks, screws secure. Safety labels legible. Asset number visible.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Test run
	Starts and runs smoothly. No unusual vibration or noise. Blades stop when released.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checked by (initials)
	
	
	
	
	
	



If anything fails (✗)
	1
	STOP – do not use it
	2
	TAG IT OUT – label it "Do not use" and take it off the job
	3
	TELL your Team Leader straight away
	4
	RECORD it in the defect log below



Every day before you start
The weekly inspection does not replace your quick daily checks. Before first use each day, check:
	☐  Stop switch works
	☐  Throttle lockout works

	☐  Both-hand controls work
	☐  Blades stop when you let go

	☐  Hand guard fitted
	☐  Blades undamaged, bolts tight

	☐  No fuel or oil leaks
	☐  Hedge checked: nests, wire, posts

	☐  Overhead power lines checked
	☐  Others [X m – see handbook] away

	☐  Scabbard on for carrying
	☐  PPE: eye, ear, gloves, boots



	Long-reach trimmers and power lines
Treat a long-reach or pole trimmer as not insulated unless the handbook says otherwise. Look up before you start. If there are overhead lines near the work, stop and speak to your Team Leader.



Defect log
	Date
	Defect found
	Tagged out?
	Action taken / by whom
	Back in service (sign + date)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Monthly review. I have checked this sheet, and any defects above have been dealt with.
	
	Team Leader / Manager

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date reviewed
	



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
Why this form matters. The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER) require work equipment to be suitable (reg 4), maintained in a safe condition (reg 5), and inspected at suitable intervals where it can deteriorate and cause danger (reg 6). The results must be recorded and kept until at least the next inspection. Many businesses keep them for 2 years or more, which gives auditors a clear history. (Checked 23/09/2026, legislation.gov.uk.)
Tailor it. Add your asset numbers and delete rows that do not apply, for example the long-reach rows. Use the handbook to confirm the two-handed controls, blade play, gearbox greasing, the safe distance for other people, and rules on power lines and working at height.
Guidance to follow. The manufacturer’s instructions. HSE GS6 "Avoiding danger from overhead power lines" for any work near overhead lines. If anyone uses powered tools in the tree, the Arboricultural Association’s Safety Guide 2 "Use of Tools in the Tree" (December 2020), which replaced AFAG 308. (Checked 23/09/2026, hse.gov.uk, trees.org.uk.)
Nesting birds. Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 it is an offence to intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built. That is why the daily check includes looking for nests. Link this to your wildlife or biosecurity procedure [ref].
Working at height. A hedge trimmer takes both hands, so a leaning ladder is rarely right. Your work at height risk assessment [ref] should say when to use a long-reach trimmer from the ground, a tripod ladder, a platform or a MEWP. Inspect ladders with ARB-EQ-006.
Link it. Hedge trimmers can give high vibration and noise. Put the handbook vibration and noise values into your HAVS risk assessment and health surveillance (ARB-HR-011) and your noise assessment (ARB-HR-012). Log the asset in your Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012).
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It does not replace the manufacturer’s instructions or a competent person’s judgement.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-EQ-012
	Register of Equipment (noise and vibration)

	ARB-EQ-000
	Equipment Defect Report and Log

	ARB-EQ-013
	Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-EQ-006
	Ladder Inspection

	ARB-HR-009
	Technical (Site Safety) Induction Checklist

	ARB-HR-011
	HAVS Health Surveillance Questionnaire

	ARB-HR-012
	Hearing (Noise) Health Surveillance Questionnaire

	[ref]
	Hedge cutting GRA, method statement and work at height risk assessment



Document control
	Document
	Hedge Trimmer Inspection (ARB-EQ-005)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[Date]
	[Initials]
	First edition created
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