[Insert Company Logo Here]	Rigging Equipment Inspection  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
RIGGING EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
A monthly sheet for one set of rigging kit: a weekly user inspection of every item, recorded against its ID and LOLER exam date.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Proving rigging kit is checked and safe to use (LOLER 1998, PUWER 1998).
	Who fills it in
	A trained, competent climber or groundsperson who uses the kit. Team Leader checks it.

	How often
	Weekly, after any incident or repair, and before first use. Plus a check every day.
	Time needed
	About 15 minutes, in good light, with the kit laid out.

	If it fails
	Quarantine it, tell your Team Leader, record it below.
	Where it goes
	Rigging kit file with the LOLER reports. Keep for [at least 2 years].

	Reference
	ARB-EQ-007  ·  Version 2.0
	Issued / review
	[DD/MM/YYYY]  /  [DD/MM/YYYY]



	Kit set / bag ID
	
	Team or vehicle
	

	Month and year
	
	Last LOLER exam
	

	Next LOLER exam due
	
	LOLER examiner
	



User check only. It does not replace the LOLER thorough examination by a competent person, due at least every 6 months.
How to mark each box:   ✓ = pass     ✗ = fail (do not use)     N/A = not fitted / not relevant     Extra = after an incident or repair, or before first use
	Item and what good looks like
	ID / serial no.
	Into service
	LOLER due
	Wk 1
	Wk 2
	Wk 3
	Wk 4
	Wk 5
	Extra

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rigging system – never rig with it if any of these fail

	Rigging rope (1)
No cuts, pulled strands, glazing, flat or stiff spots, core damage or contamination. Splices and eyes intact. Within maker’s lifespan.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rigging rope (2)
As above. Record which rope is which by its ID.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lowering device – port-a-wrap or bollard
No cracks, bending, deep rope grooves or sharp edges. Pins, horns and attachment points secure. Fixing sling or strap sound.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rigging block (1)
Sheave spins freely. No cracks, grooves or sharp edges. Side plates straight, open and close properly. Axle and bushes secure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rigging block (2)
As above.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rigging rings and friction rings
No cracks, grooves, flat spots or sharp edges. Not distorted.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rigging plates
No cracks, bends, grooves or sharp edges. Holes not worn oval.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Slings and strops (loop, whoopie, dead-eye, round)
Stitching and splices intact. No cuts, burns, abrasion or UV fading. Sleeves in place. Adjustable slings lock off.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Connectors – carabiners and maillons
No cracks, bends, grooves or sharp edges. Gate closes by itself and locks every time. Maillons screw fully closed.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shackles
Correct pin, screws in fully by hand. Not bent, stretched, cracked or corroded.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hitch cords and prusiks used in rigging
Not glazed, melted, fuzzed or stiff. Eyes intact. Worn cord is replaced.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other rigging item: [name]
Checked to the maker’s instructions.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Markings, storage and records

	Working load limit (WLL) markings
Every item is clearly marked with its WLL, or its breaking strength with the maker’s WLL information. Markings legible. No marking = do not use.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ID and records
Every item has an ID that matches the Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012) and its LOLER report.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cleaning, drying and storage
Kit clean and dry. Stored in bags, away from fuel, chain oil, chemicals, heat and sunlight. Not left loose in the chip box.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checked by (initials)
	
	
	
	
	
	



If anything fails (✗)
	1
	QUARANTINE – bag it, label it "Do not use", keep it apart from other kit
	2
	TELL your Team Leader straight away
	3
	RECORD it in the defect log below
	4
	CLEARED only by a competent person – or retired



	This check does not replace the LOLER thorough examination
This is a user check. Rigging ropes, slings, blocks, rings, connectors and lowering devices also need a LOLER thorough examination by a competent person at least every 6 months, and after any incident. Past its LOLER due date? Do not use it.



	Retire it – do not just re-check it
1. After a severe or unplanned shock load or an overload. For example a piece ran further than planned, or another part of the system failed. Retire the item, even if it looks fine. Damage can be hidden inside ropes and metalwork.
1. At the end of its lifespan. Follow the manufacturer’s lifespan and retirement advice for every item.
1. Contamination. Chainsaw oil, fuel and chemicals (for example herbicides or battery acid) can weaken ropes and slings. Quarantine anything contaminated and follow the maker’s advice. If in doubt, retire it.
1. Unknown history or no WLL marking. Do not use it.
1. Cut retired ropes and slings, or mark them clearly, so nobody uses them again.



	Stay within the working load limit
Rigging forces can be many times the weight of the piece, especially when it drops before the rope takes the load. Plan each lower so the load stays within the WLL of the weakest item in the system, including the anchor. If you are not sure, take smaller pieces.



Every day before you start
The weekly inspection does not replace the daily pre-use check. Before you rig each day, check:
	☐  Ropes: run them through your hands end to end
	☐  Blocks and pulleys: sheaves spin, side plates close

	☐  Rings and plates: no cracks or sharp edges
	☐  Lowering device: sound, fixed securely

	☐  Slings and strops: stitching intact
	☐  Connectors lock; shackle pins done up

	☐  WLL marked on every item you use
	☐  Rigging plan agreed with the ground team



Defect log
	Date
	Defect found
	Tagged out?
	Action taken / by whom
	Back in service (sign + date)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Monthly review. I have checked this sheet, and any defects above have been dealt with.
	
	Team Leader / Manager

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date reviewed
	



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
Why this form matters. Rigging ropes, slings, blocks, rings and friction devices are lifting accessories under the Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998 (LOLER). They need a thorough examination by a competent person at least every 6 months (or in line with an examination scheme), and after exceptional circumstances such as damage, failure or a severe shock load. The examiner must tell you about defects straight away, and send a copy of the report to the enforcing authority (HSE or the local authority) where there is existing or imminent danger. Keep in-service reports until the next report is made or for 2 years, whichever is later. (Checked 23/09/2026: HSE INDG422 "Thorough examination of lifting equipment".)
LOLER also requires lifting accessories to be marked to show their characteristics for safe use, which is why the WLL row matters. HSE’s tree work page "Lifting equipment in arboriculture" says users should carry out a daily pre-use check and keep a written weekly record for high-wear items such as ropes. PUWER 1998 (regs 4 to 6) covers suitability, maintenance and inspection. (Checked 23/09/2026: HSE.)
Tailor it. One sheet per rigging kit set per month. Add or delete rows to match the kit, and record every ID and WLL in your Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012). Follow each manufacturer’s instructions for inspection, lifespan and retirement, and keep the user instructions with the kit file. Decide your own rule on shock loads with your LOLER examiner and write it into your rigging GRA.
Guidance to follow. HSE tree work pages, HSE INDG422, the LOLER Approved Code of Practice (L113 "Safe use of lifting equipment"), Arboricultural Association guidance on rigging, and the manufacturer’s instructions. Your LOLER examiner must be competent and independent enough to make an objective judgement; they can be your own staff or an outside company.
Link it. Climbing kit goes on ARB-EQ-010. Anyone rigging must have completed their technical induction (ARB-HR-009) and hold the right certificates; see the Climber and Groundsperson job descriptions (ARB-HR-016, ARB-HR-018).
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It does not replace the manufacturer’s instructions or a competent person’s judgement.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-EQ-012
	Register of Equipment (noise and vibration)

	ARB-EQ-000
	Equipment Defect Report and Log

	ARB-EQ-013
	Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-EQ-010
	Weekly Climbing Kit and PPE Inspection

	ARB-HR-009
	Technical (Site Safety) Induction Checklist

	ARB-HR-016
	Job Description – Climber

	ARB-HR-018
	Job Description – Groundsperson

	[ref]
	Rigging and dismantling GRA and method statement



Document control
	Document
	Rigging Equipment Inspection (ARB-EQ-007)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[Date]
	[Initials]
	First edition created
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