[Insert Company Logo Here]	Trailer Inspection  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
TRAILER INSPECTION
A monthly sheet for one trailer: a weekly inspection, plus a check after any maintenance, repair or incident.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Proving the trailer is roadworthy and safe to tow, and has been inspected.
	Who fills it in
	A trained, authorised driver or Team Leader.

	How often
	Weekly, after any maintenance, repair or incident, and before first use.
	Time needed
	About 15 minutes, hitched up, on level ground.

	If it fails
	Do not tow it. Tag it out, tell your Team Leader, record it below.
	Where it goes
	Trailer file. Keep for [at least 2 years].

	Reference
	ARB-EQ-008  ·  Version 2.0
	Issued / review
	[DD/MM/YYYY]  /  [DD/MM/YYYY]



	Make and model
	
	Asset / serial no.
	

	Plated MAM (kg)
	
	Month and year
	

	Registration (if any)
	
	Brake service due
	



Type of trailer – tick all that apply
	☐  Braked
	☐  Unbraked
	☐  Plant
	☐  Chipper
	☐  Other



How to mark each box:   ✓ = pass     ✗ = fail (do not use)     N/A = not fitted / not relevant
	Check
	What good looks like
	Wk 1
	Wk 2
	Wk 3
	Wk 4
	Wk 5
	Repair

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Towing vehicle reg.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coupling, brakes, tyres and lights – never tow if any of these fail

	Coupling head
	Locks fully onto the ball. Indicator (if fitted) shows locked. Lifting the drawbar does not free it.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hitch height
	Correct for this trailer (see handbook). Trailer rides level when hitched, unless the handbook says otherwise.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Breakaway cable (braked)
	Not worn or damaged. Clipped to the proper point on the tow bar. Enough slack not to apply the brakes when turning.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Secondary coupling (unbraked)
	Fitted, not worn or damaged, attached to the proper point on the tow bar.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brakes and overrun (braked)
	Brakes work evenly; trailer pulls up straight. Overrun and damper work, no leaks. Cables not frayed.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Handbrake
	Holds the trailer on a slope. Lever and cable not damaged.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tyres, including spare
	Tread at least 1.6 mm across the central three-quarters, all the way round. No cuts, bulges or cord showing. Pressures as the handbook.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tyre date codes
	Four-digit code legible (week, year – "2120" = week 21, 2020). No tyre older than [company limit] years.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wheel nuts and studs
	All present, undamaged and tightened to the correct torque. Re-checked after any wheel change.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lights and indicators
	Tail, brake, indicator, number plate and fog light (if fitted) all work. Lenses intact and clean.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electrical plug and cable
	Plug not cracked, pins clean. Cable not chafed and does not drag on the ground.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chassis and running gear

	Chassis, drawbar and frame
	Straight. No cracks, distortion, bad corrosion or loose bolts.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jockey wheel
	Turns freely. Clamp tight. Fully raised and stowed for travel.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wheel bearings
	No play when you rock the wheel, no grinding noise, hubs not hot after a run.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suspension and axles
	Secure, not damaged or badly worn. Trailer sits evenly side to side.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mudguards and corner steadies
	Mudguards secure. Props and corner steadies raised and locked.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Road legal, weights and markings

	Number plate
	Shows the towing vehicle’s registration. Secure, clean, legible and lit.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reflectors
	Two red triangular reflectors at the rear, clean and visible. Others as fitted.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maker’s plate (plated MAM)
	Present and legible, showing the trailer’s maximum authorised mass (MAM).
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weight
	Loaded trailer within its plated MAM, the vehicle’s towing limit and gross train weight. Nose weight within the tow bar and vehicle limit.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Towing mirrors
	Fitted if the trailer or load is wider than the rear of the vehicle.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Load bed and load security

	Load bed, sides and floor
	Secure and undamaged. Suitable for the load.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ramps and tailgate (if fitted)
	Secure, undamaged, lock in the up position.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Load securing points
	Present, secure and not bent or cracked.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Load secured
	Tied down with straps or chains in good condition. Brash and loose loads netted or sheeted so nothing falls or blows off.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checked by (initials)
	
	
	
	
	
	



If anything fails (✗)
	1
	STOP – do not tow it
	2
	TAG IT OUT – label it "Do not use" and uncouple it
	3
	TELL your Team Leader straight away
	4
	RECORD it in the defect log below



	Check the weights before you tow
The loaded trailer must stay within three limits: its plated MAM, the towing vehicle’s maximum towing weight, and the vehicle’s gross train weight (on the VIN plate). If the VIN plate shows no train weight, do not tow with that vehicle. A trailer over 750 kg loaded must have working brakes. Wet timber and chips are heavier than you think.



Every time you hitch up
The weekly inspection does not replace the driver’s quick check each time the trailer is coupled. Before you set off, check:
	☐  Coupling locked onto the ball
	☐  Breakaway cable or secondary coupling attached

	☐  Jockey wheel raised and clamped
	☐  Handbrake off

	☐  All lights work
	☐  Tyres look right, no damage

	☐  Load secured and within the weight limits
	☐  Number plate matches the vehicle



For chipper trailers, also complete the Woodchipper Inspection (ARB-EQ-002).
Defect log
	Date
	Defect found
	Tagged out?
	Action taken / by whom
	Back in service (sign + date)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Monthly review. I have checked this sheet, and any defects above have been dealt with.
	
	Team Leader / Manager

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date reviewed
	



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
Why this form matters. A trailer on the road must meet the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986 and the Road Vehicles Lighting Regulations 1989. Off the public road, it is also work equipment under PUWER 1998, which needs it maintained and inspected at suitable intervals, with records kept.
Towing rules (checked 23/09/2026: GOV.UK "Towing with a car" and "Tow a trailer or caravan with a car: safety checks"). A trailer over 750 kg loaded must have a working brake system. You must use a breakaway cable or a secondary coupling. The trailer must show the same number plate as the towing vehicle. Tow bars must be type approved. Fit towing mirrors if the trailer is wider than the rear of the vehicle. Maximum trailer width is 2.55 m, and 7 m length for a towing vehicle of 3,500 kg MAM or less. Tread depth must be at least 1.6 mm across the central three-quarters of the tyre, all the way round. The vehicle’s gross train weight must not be exceeded; if the VIN plate does not list one, do not tow with it.
Tyre age. The legal ban on tyres aged 10 years or more covers goods vehicles over 3.5 tonnes, buses, coaches and minibuses, not light trailers (checked 23/09/2026: GOV.UK tyre age guidance). Trailer tyres often age before they wear out, so set your own limit in the "Tyre date codes" row, using the tyre or trailer maker’s advice.
Licences and operator rules. Most drivers with a car licence (category B) can tow a trailer up to 3,500 kg MAM. Record each driver’s entitlement and checks on the Driver Authorisation Form (ARB-HR-013). A pick-up or van towing a chipper or plant trailer can exceed 3,500 kg combined. GOV.UK says an operator licence may then be needed (with an exemption for trailers under 1,020 kg unladen carrying only your own goods), and drivers’ hours and tachograph rules may apply. Check your vehicles with DVSA or the Office of the Traffic Commissioner rather than assuming you are exempt.
Tailor it. Add your asset numbers and delete rows that do not apply, for example the brake rows for an unbraked trailer. Follow the trailer handbook for tyre pressures, wheel nut torque, hitch height, nose weight and brake servicing by a competent person.
Guidance to follow and links. GOV.UK towing guidance, DVSA guidance and the trailer handbook. Link to your Driving at Work policy [ref], ARB-EQ-012 (register), ARB-EQ-000 (defects), ARB-EQ-009 and, for chipper trailers, ARB-EQ-002.
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It does not replace the manufacturer’s instructions or a competent person’s judgement.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-EQ-012
	Register of Equipment (noise and vibration)

	ARB-EQ-000
	Equipment Defect Report and Log

	ARB-EQ-013
	Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-EQ-002
	Woodchipper Inspection

	ARB-EQ-009
	Daily Vehicle Walk-round Check

	ARB-HR-013
	Driver Authorisation Form



Document control
	Document
	Trailer Inspection (ARB-EQ-008)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[Date]
	[Initials]
	First edition created
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