[Insert Company Logo Here]	Daily Vehicle Walk-round Check  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
DAILY VEHICLE WALK-ROUND CHECK
One sheet per vehicle per week: the driver’s walk-round check each day before the vehicle is first used.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Proving the vehicle is safe and roadworthy before it goes on the road.
	Who fills it in
	The driver, before first use each day. Only authorised drivers (ARB-HR-013).

	How often
	Every day the vehicle is used, and when the driver changes.
	Time needed
	About 10 minutes.

	If it fails
	Do not drive it. Tell your Team Leader, record who you told.
	Where it goes
	Vehicle file. Keep for [at least 15 months].

	Reference
	ARB-EQ-009  ·  Version 2.0
	Issued / review
	[DD/MM/YYYY]  /  [DD/MM/YYYY]



	Registration
	
	Week starting
	

	Make and model
	
	Main driver(s)
	

	Plated GVW (kg)
	
	Next service / MOT due
	



Vehicle type – tick all that apply
	☐  Van
	☐  Tipper
	☐  Pick-up
	☐  Chip-box
	☐  Other



How to mark each box:   ✓ = pass     ✗ = fail (do not use)     N/A = not fitted / not relevant
	Check
	What good looks like
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat
	Sun

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mileage at start
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Never drive if any of these fail

	Brakes
	Footwell clear. Footbrake and parking brake work, no excess travel. Vehicle holds on the handbrake.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Steering
	Turns smoothly, no jamming or excess play. Power steering works.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tyres and wheels
	Tread at least 1.6 mm. Correctly inflated. No cuts, bulges or cord showing. Wheel nuts all there and secure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lights and indicators
	All work, including brake lights. Lenses fitted, clean and the right colour.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Windscreen, wipers and washers
	Screen not damaged or blocked. Wipers and washers clear it properly.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mirrors and cameras
	In place, secure, clean and not damaged. Cameras work.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seat belts
	No cuts or fraying. Lock when plugged in and retract properly.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dashboard warning lights
	All go out after starting. No brake, ABS, airbag, steering or engine warnings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Horn
	Works.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cab, engine and fluids

	Seats and cab
	Seats secure. Tools, chainsaws and fuel cans stowed, not loose in the cab.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fluid levels
	Oil, coolant, brake fluid and washer fluid at the right level. AdBlue topped up (if fitted).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leaks
	No fuel, oil, coolant or brake fluid leaks under the vehicle. Fuel cap secure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Battery and exhaust
	Battery secure, not leaking. Exhaust secure, no leaks or excess smoke.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Safety equipment
	First aid kit, fire extinguisher and spill kit present and in date.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Body, load, tipper and chip-box

	Bodywork and doors
	No new damage, sharp edges or loose panels. All doors shut and lock.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number plates
	Correct, secure, clean and legible.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Load restraint
	Load cannot move. Straps, nets and lashing points in good condition. Bulkhead intact.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weight
	Not overloaded: within the plated gross vehicle weight. Wet chips and timber are heavy – if in doubt, weigh it.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chip-box and tailgate
	Tailgate, doors and side locks secure. Net or sheet fitted so chips cannot blow out.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tipper body and hydraulics (if fitted)
	Body fully down before driving. No hydraulic leaks; hoses not chafed. Tipper warning light off.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tipper locks, pins and props (if fitted)
	Locking pins in, safety prop present. Tailgate catches secure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Towing (if a trailer is used today)

	Tow bar and ball
	Secure, not cracked or bent. Breakaway cable attachment point present.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tow electrics
	Socket not damaged. All trailer lights work when connected. Trailer checked on ARB-EQ-008.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Biosecurity

	Clean between sites
	Wheels, arches, cab mats and load area free of soil and plant debris, as your biosecurity procedure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Driver initials
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Defect reported to (initials)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



If anything fails (✗)
	1
	STOP – do not drive it
	2
	TELL your Team Leader straight away
	3
	RECORD it below, with who you reported it to
	4
	WAIT until it is fixed and signed off



	Found a defect on the road?
If a defect makes the vehicle dangerous, stop somewhere safe and call your Team Leader. Do not carry on until it is fixed. Report smaller defects at the end of the day, and record them below.



Defect log
	Date
	Defect found
	Reported to (name)
	Safe to drive?
	Action taken / by whom
	Fixed (sign + date)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Monthly review. I have checked this sheet, and any defects above have been dealt with.
	
	Team Leader / Manager

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date reviewed
	



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
Why this form matters. Vehicles must be kept roadworthy under the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986 and the Road Vehicles Lighting Regulations 1989. DVSA’s guidance "Carry out van daily walkaround checks" says the driver is responsible for making sure the van is safe to drive, dangerous defects must be fixed before continuing a journey, and using a van in a dangerous condition can lead to an unlimited fine and a prison sentence. A driver can get 3 penalty points for each tyre that is not safe and legal. The minimum tread for cars, light vans and light trailers is 1.6 mm across the central three-quarters of the tyre, all the way round. (Checked 23/09/2026: GOV.UK / DVSA.)
Recording defects. DVSA requires drivers working under a goods vehicle operator licence to record the registration, date, defect, its assessment, their name and who they reported it to. This form does that for all your vehicles, which is good practice even without an operator licence.
Heavier vehicles and towing. A tipper over 3,500 kg gross plated weight, or a pick-up or van towing a chipper trailer where the combined plated weights exceed 3,500 kg, may need a goods vehicle operator licence, and drivers’ hours and tachograph rules may apply. Exemptions exist, for example for trailers under 1,020 kg unladen carrying only your own goods. Check with DVSA or the Office of the Traffic Commissioner rather than assuming you are exempt. Operator-licensed vehicles over 3,500 kg need the DVSA HGV walkaround check and a planned maintenance system. DVSA’s "Guide to maintaining roadworthiness" says drivers’ defect reports must be kept for at least 15 months; we suggest the same for all your vehicles. (Checked 23/09/2026.)
Tailor it. Delete rows that do not apply, for example tipper or AdBlue rows. Follow the vehicle handbook and your servicing schedule. Add the fuel isolation and safety checks for any electric or alternative-fuel vehicle.
Link it. Each driver needs a current Driver Authorisation Form with licence checks (ARB-HR-013). Trailers go on ARB-EQ-008. Link to your Driving at Work and Biosecurity policies [ref], and log the vehicle in the Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012). HSE’s "Driving at work" guidance (INDG382) explains managing work-related road risk.
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It does not replace the manufacturer’s instructions or a competent person’s judgement.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-EQ-012
	Register of Equipment (noise and vibration)

	ARB-EQ-000
	Equipment Defect Report and Log

	ARB-EQ-013
	Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-EQ-008
	Trailer Inspection

	ARB-HR-013
	Driver Authorisation Form

	[ref]
	Driving at Work and Biosecurity policies



Document control
	Document
	Daily Vehicle Walk-round Check (ARB-EQ-009)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[Date]
	[Initials]
	First edition created
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