[Insert Company Logo Here]	Compact and Articulated Loader Inspection  |  [COMPANY NAME]
[COMPANY NAME]  –  EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
LOADER INSPECTION
A monthly sheet for one compact or articulated loader: a weekly inspection, plus a check after any repair, service or modification.
	At a glance

	What it is for
	Proving the loader is safe and inspected (PUWER 1998; LOLER 1998 if it lifts loads).
	Who fills it in
	A trained, competent, authorised loader operator or Team Leader.

	How often
	Weekly, after any repair, service or modification, and before first use.
	Time needed
	About 15 minutes. Engine off, boom down or on its support.

	If it fails
	Stop, tag it out, tell your Team Leader, record it below.
	Where it goes
	Equipment file for this loader. Keep for [at least 2 years].

	Reference
	ARB-EQ-011  ·  Version 2.0
	Issued / review
	[DD/MM/YYYY]  /  [DD/MM/YYYY]



	Make and model
	
	Asset / serial no.
	

	Registration (if road use)
	
	Month and year
	

	Rated operating capacity (kg)
	
	LOLER exam due (if lifting)
	



Type and use – tick all that apply
	☐  Articulated loader
	☐  Skid-steer / tracked
	☐  Used for lifting loads
	☐  Used on the road



How to mark each box:   ✓ = pass     ✗ = fail (do not use)     N/A = not fitted / not relevant
	Check
	What good looks like
	Wk 1
	Wk 2
	Wk 3
	Wk 4
	Wk 5
	Repair

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hours run
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operator protection and controls – never use the loader if any of these fail

	ROPS / FOPS / overhead guard
	Fitted, no cracks, bends, drilled holes or welded repairs. Bolts tight. Folding frame raised and locked.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seat belt
	Latches and releases. Webbing not cut or frayed. Anchorages secure.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seat and seat switch
	Seat secure. Seat switch (where fitted) stops drive and hydraulics when you stand up.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quick-hitch locking pins
	Both pins go fully through the attachment plate and lock. Lever latched. Pins not bent or worn.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brakes and parking brake
	Machine stops promptly. Parking brake holds on a slope.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Steering and articulation joint
	Smooth, no excessive play. Pivot pins and retainers in place.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hydraulic controls
	Return to neutral when released. No boom or bucket creep.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Emergency stop (where fitted)
	Tested: stops the engine. Will not restart until reset.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lifting, boom and attachments

	Rated capacity chart
	Decal present and readable on the machine. Operator knows the limit for this attachment.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Boom, arms and pins
	No cracks or bends. Pins, bushes and retainers in place; no excessive play.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attachment in use
	Right one for the machine and job. Weight within rated capacity. No cracks; teeth, tines or grab intact.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attachment hydraulics
	Couplers clean, fully engaged, no leaks. Dust caps on spare couplers.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LOLER thorough examination
	If used for lifting loads: report in date, next due date written above, defects dealt with.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Engine, hydraulics and fluids

	Fluid levels
	Engine oil, coolant, brake fluid and hydraulic oil between the marks.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hydraulic hoses and fittings
	No leaks, chafing, bulges or cracked outer cover. Securely clipped.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fuel
	Enough for the job. No leaks. Cap seals.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Air filter and radiator
	Filter serviceable. Radiator clear of chips, leaves and dust.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Exhaust
	Secure and intact.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wheels, lights and warnings

	Wheels and tyres (and spare)
	Correct pressure and tread. No cuts or bulges. Wheel nuts tight.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Horn
	Works.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lights and beacon
	Work and are clean. Road lights and number plate if used on the road.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Warning lights and gauges
	Work. No warnings showing after start-up.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General

	Bodywork and chassis
	Secure, no cracks, distortion or leaks underneath.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Steps, handholds and cab area
	Secure, clean and non-slip. No loose items in the footwell.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Decals
	Safety decals and load chart readable.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checked by (initials)
	
	
	
	
	
	



If anything fails (✗)
	1
	STOP – do not use it
	2
	TAG IT OUT – label it "Do not use" and take it off the job
	3
	TELL your Team Leader straight away
	4
	RECORD it in the defect log below



Every day before you start
The weekly inspection does not replace your daily checks. Before first use each day, check:
	☐  ROPS / FOPS in place and locked
	☐  Seat belt works, and you wear it

	☐  Walk round: no leaks or damage
	☐  Fluid levels and fuel

	☐  Brakes, steering and horn work
	☐  Lights and beacon work

	☐  Attachment fitted, pins locked (see below)
	☐  Load within the rated capacity for this attachment



	Every time you change an attachment
Lock the quick-hitch, then look: both locking pins must be fully through the attachment plate. Then do the locking test the handbook describes before you lift.
Connect and check the attachment hydraulics. Keep people clear, and carry loads low.



Defect log
	Date
	Defect found
	Tagged out?
	Action taken / by whom
	Back in service (sign + date)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Monthly review. I have checked this sheet, and any defects above have been dealt with.
	
	Team Leader / Manager

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date reviewed
	



	Guidance for the business owner – remove before issue
Why this form matters. The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER) require work equipment to be suitable (reg 4), maintained (reg 5), and inspected at suitable intervals where it can deteriorate and cause danger (reg 6), with records kept until at least the next inspection. PUWER reg 26 covers protection where mobile work equipment could roll over, including a restraining system such as a seat belt where there is a risk of crushing. (Checked 23/09/2026, legislation.gov.uk.)
If it lifts loads, LOLER applies. HSE treats loaders and fore-loaders used to lift loads as lifting equipment. They need a thorough examination by a competent person at least every 12 months (or in line with an examination scheme), and after exceptional circumstances such as damage. The examiner must tell you straight away about any defect that is an existing or imminent risk of serious injury, and send a copy of the report to the enforcing authority. Keep reports until the next report or for 2 years, whichever is later. This weekly check does not replace a thorough examination. (Checked 23/09/2026, HSE INDG422 and hse.gov.uk.) Ask your examiner which attachments the examination covers.
Tailor it. Add your asset number and the rated operating capacity. Delete rows that do not apply, for example the seat switch or brake fluid. Follow the manufacturer’s handbook for the quick-hitch type, the load chart for each attachment, and service intervals. Add a row for any attachment you use a lot, for example a log grab or stump grinder head.
Guidance to follow. The manufacturer’s handbook, HSE guidance on LOLER (INDG422 "Thorough examination of lifting equipment") and HSE guidance on safe use of mobile work equipment. Only trained, competent operators authorised by you should use or inspect the loader. If it is driven on the road, check registration, insurance and licence entitlement and complete the Driver Authorisation Form (ARB-HR-013).
Link it. Use the noise values from the handbook in your noise assessment (ARB-HR-012), and the whole-body vibration values in your vibration risk assessment (the Control of Vibration at Work Regulations 2005 cover whole-body as well as hand-arm vibration). Log the asset and its LOLER due date in your Register of Equipment (ARB-EQ-012).
Arborella provides this template as documentation support. It does not replace the manufacturer’s instructions or a competent person’s judgement.



Related documents
	Reference
	Document

	ARB-EQ-012
	Register of Equipment (noise and vibration)

	ARB-EQ-000
	Equipment Defect Report and Log

	ARB-EQ-013
	Do Not Use Tags

	ARB-EQ-008
	Trailer Inspection (for moving the loader on a trailer)

	ARB-HR-009
	Technical (Site Safety) Induction Checklist

	ARB-HR-012
	Hearing (Noise) Health Surveillance Questionnaire

	ARB-HR-013
	Driver Authorisation Form

	[ref]
	Loader GRA and method statement



Document control
	Document
	Compact and Articulated Loader Inspection (ARB-EQ-011)

	Owner
	Company Director

	Approved by
	[Name, role]

	Status
	Controlled template – Live once approved

	Review
	At least every 12 months, and sooner if the law, guidance or the way you work changes



	Ver.
	Date
	Author
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	[Date]
	[Initials]
	First edition created

	
	
	
	



[COMPANY NAME]  –  Compact and Articulated Loader Inspection  –  ARB-EQ-011
Version: [VERSION]   Date Issued: [DATE]   Review Date: [REVIEW DATE]   						Page 1 of 1
Not controlled when printed.
