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COMPANY - COSHH ASSESSMENT
SCREEN WASH (GENERIC)
	Assessment status
	Document control

	Generic - verify against exact product SDS
	Reference: AOS-COSHH | Version: 2.0

	Applies to
	Assessment date: ____ / ____ / ______

	Arboriculture, tree surgery, workshop and site activities as relevant
	Review date: ____ / ____ / ______


Important: product-specific check
This assessment does not replace the manufacturer's current Safety Data Sheet (SDS) or product label. Record the exact product, attach the SDS and amend this assessment wherever the classification, limits, PPE, controls or emergency instructions differ.
1. Substance and task details
	Field
	Details

	Product / trade name
	____________________________________________

	Manufacturer / supplier
	____________________________________________

	SDS version / date
	____________________________________________

	Typical use
	Diluting and filling vehicle or plant windscreen-washer reservoirs.

	Activities assessed
	Receipt, storage, transport, handling, application/dispensing, spill response and disposal, as applicable

	Persons exposed
	Operators, climbers, grounds staff, trainees/apprentices, contractors, visitors and the public if controls fail

	Frequency / quantity
	Record normal and maximum use: ______________________________


2. Typical CLP pictograms - verify against SDS
	[image: ]
Flammable
	[image: ]
Harmful / irritant
	[image: ]
Acute toxicity


These are typical possibilities for this product type. Use only the pictograms and signal word shown on the exact product label/SDS.
3. Main hazards and risk rating
	Hazard / route
	Potential harm
	Initial risk
	Residual risk

	Exposure / contact
	Concentrated products may be flammable due to alcohol content.
	High
	Low

	Task-related hazard
	Methanol-containing products may be acutely toxic and may damage organs; formulation varies.
	Medium
	Low

	Environmental / secondary harm
	Splashes can irritate eyes and repeated skin contact may cause dryness.
	Medium
	Low

	Fire / special hazard
	Mist/vapour may cause symptoms in poorly ventilated areas.
	High
	Low


Residual ratings apply only when all controls below are in place. Stop work and inform the Team Leader if controls cannot be achieved.
4. Required controls
Check the SDS for alcohol type and concentration; use a less hazardous methanol-free product where reasonably practicable.
Dilute only as directed and never transfer into drink containers.
Fill outdoors or with good ventilation, away from ignition sources, using a funnel or controlled spout.
Wear gloves for repeated handling and eye protection where splashing is foreseeable.
Keep the current SDS available to the work team, brief relevant controls and record additional site-specific measures in the SSRA.
Use the smallest practicable quantity; keep containers closed, upright, labelled, undamaged and secured against unauthorised access.
Do not eat, drink or smoke while handling. Wash hands before breaks and after use. Remove contaminated clothing promptly.
Prevent entry into drains, watercourses and soil. Keep a suitable spill kit available and report all exposures, spills, leaks and near misses.
5. PPE and exposure control
	Control
	Requirement

	Gloves
	Chemical-resistant gloves selected from the SDS for the product and task; inspect and replace if damaged or contaminated internally.

	Eyes / face
	Safety glasses or splash goggles/face protection where splashing, spray, drilling or pressurised release is foreseeable.

	Clothing / footwear
	Suitable work clothing and footwear; use protective coveralls or chemical-resistant clothing where required by the label/SDS.

	Respiratory protection
	Not a default control. Where required by the SDS/task assessment, select suitable RPE, provide face-fit testing for tight-fitting masks, training and maintenance.

	Ventilation
	Work outdoors or with adequate ventilation. Avoid breathing vapour, mist, spray, aerosol, dust or fumes.


6. First aid and emergency action
	Exposure / incident
	Immediate action

	Skin
	Remove contaminated clothing. Wash thoroughly with soap and water. Seek medical advice for persistent irritation, burns or other symptoms.

	Eyes
	Rinse cautiously with clean water for at least 10-15 minutes; remove contact lenses if easy. Follow SDS and obtain medical advice where required.

	Inhalation
	Move to fresh air, keep at rest and monitor. Seek medical advice if unwell; call 999 for breathing difficulty, collapse or severe symptoms.

	Ingestion
	Do not induce vomiting. Rinse mouth and obtain urgent medical advice. Show the label/SDS.

	Spill
	Stop work, isolate the area and remove ignition sources if safe. Stop the leak without risk, protect drains/water, absorb safely and dispose through an authorised route.

	Fire / serious release
	Raise alarm, evacuate, call 999 and keep upwind. Use an extinguisher only if trained, safe and there is a clear escape route.


7. Storage, transport and disposal
Store in the original or approved compatible container in a secure, cool, well-ventilated location, segregated as required by the SDS.
Carry upright, capped and secured against movement or damage. Observe transport rules and do not leave hazardous products in a hot vehicle unnecessarily.
Never pour product into drains, onto land or into water. Dispose of surplus, packaging and contaminated absorbent according to the label/SDS and waste requirements.
Maintain storage inspections and stock control. Assess flammable storage/dispensing under DSEAR where relevant.
8. Training, checks and approval
	Required check
	Record

	Current product SDS/label attached and accessible
	Yes / No

	Workers trained/briefed and authorised for the task
	Yes / No

	Containers, equipment, spill kit and PPE checked
	Yes / No

	Site/environmental controls recorded in SSRA
	Yes / No / N/A

	Additional statutory competence/authorisation confirmed
	Yes / No / N/A

	Role
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	Assessor
	
	
	

	Approved by
	
	
	



Review at least annually and sooner after an SDS/product change, incident, ill-health report, significant task/storage change, or evidence that controls are ineffective.
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